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Iraqi leadership calls on U.N. to 
restore reviews of sanctions 

CAI>) — Iraq called Wednesday for die 
. U.N. Security Council to reverse its decision to suspend 
• reviews of sanctions. In a statement issued after a meet- 
ing of the Revolutionary Command Council, chaired bv 
Presidoit Saddam Hussein, the government said it had 
decided to ask the Security Council to rescind the reso- 
booa it passed on Sept. 9. The resolution condemned 
Iraqs decision to stop cooperating with U_N amis 
inspectors as “a totally unacceptable contravention” of 
.U.N. Security Council resolutions. It suspended the 60- 
day reviews of the sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 
invasion of Kuwait. The Revolutionary Command 
Council said it would implement the Iraqi' parliament’s 
recommendation to freeze the remaining U.N monitor- 
ing of weapons sites “at a suitable time.” 
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Israelis, Palestinians ask 
Norway to help save peace process 

OSLO i AFP) — Two Norwegian officials have been sent to 
the Middle East io help revive the deadlocked peace process, 
after both Israelis and Palestinians requested Norway’s help, 
the foreign ministry’ said Wednesday. Norway’s special diplo- 
matic envoy and Middle East expert. Teije Roed Larsen, left 
last week for the region. He is assisted by his wife, foreign min- 
istry official MonaJuuL "The request for assistance has come 
from both Israel and the Palestinians and is a direct result of the 
talks in Oslo last month during celebrations marking the fifth 
anniversary of the Oslo peace accords,” acting ministry spokes- 
woman Hanne Marie Kaarstad said on Wednesday. Kaarstad 
did not say why the Israelis and Palestinians approached Nor- 
way ai this particular moment, but said the parties have 
‘‘altered a phase of intensified contact, where they hope Nor- 
way could play a positive role." 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Regent and U.S. envoy review 
efforts to break peace deadlock 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, meets with U.S. envoy to the Middle East Dennis Ross at the Royal Palace 
on Wednesday (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Wednesday met 
the. U.S. special Middle 
East peace coordinator 
Penn is Ross who briefed 
him on the outcome of his 
current mission in die 
region, which is intended 
to break the deadlock in 
the peace process. 

During the meeting, 
attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh, the 
two sides reviewed th'e 
latest efforts to achieve a 
breakthrough in the peace 
negotiations. 

Prince . Hassan empha- 
sised the need for con- 
certed efforts to over- 
come present obstacles to 
peace through the imple- 
mentation of the U.S. ini- 
tiative that calls for 
Israeli troops to withdraw 
from 13 per cent of the 
occupied West Bank. 

The Regent said Jordan 
views the U.S. initiative 
as a positive step towards 
a breakthrough in the 
peace negotiations and 
the eventnal achievement 
of a comprehensive and 
lasting peace that guaran- 
tees the rights of all par- 
ties. 

.. Prince Hassan called on 
the U.S. to pursue its 
active role to end the cri- 
sis facing the peace 
process. 

At a short press confer- 
ence following the meet- 
ing, attended by U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan 
William Bums. Ross said 
that in his meeting with 
the Regent and the prime 
minister the parties 
reviewed the current situ- 


ation, the^state of negoti- 
ations, and efforts being 
made by the U.S. to try 
to ensure that the peace 
process moves forward 
and “tangible changes on 
the ground can take 
place.” He said he noted 
in the discussions with 
the Crown Prince that 
“we’ve made progress in 
some areas, but there are 
still other areas in the ini- 
tiative that we have 


launched, . . where . there 
remain differences and 
we have to find ways to 
overcome those differ- 
ences. I’ll continue to do 
that as I slay in the region 
for a couple of more 
days.” 

Asked in what areas has 
there been progress and 
where there was none, 
Ross said the U.S. has 
been “consistent through- 
out this process of never 


detailing in. particular 
items of the American 
initiative,” adding that 
“there are still differences 
to be overcome,” and he 
found “a real strong 
intent on both sides to try 
to find ways to overcome 
differences” 

Ross told reporters. 
“One can never give up 
on peace, and there is a 
certain reality: Israelis 
and Palestinians are not 


going any .place, and 
there is no acceptable 
alternative to peace. And 
I think we just have to 
continue to work our way 
through the various dif- 
ferences that remain and 
hope that we can find a 
way forward 3nd contin- 
ue to work with the par- 
ties in the way that 
reflects the priority and 
the need for peace in the 
region” 


Tarawneh presents 
policy statement 
to Parliament today 


By Fairouz 
Abn-Ghazaleb 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh will 
present his government’s 
policy statement to Parlia- 
ment today amid expecta- 
tions that his cabinet will 
win a majority voie of 
confidence early next 
week, officials and ana- 
lysts said. 

Officials said the prime 
minister is expected to 
present a straight-to-the- 
point statement detailing 
his government's plans to 
combat poverty, unem- 
ployment, corruption, 
nepotism and favouritism. 

The statement, based on 
the Royal letter of desig- 
nation to the new govern- 
ment, was crafted after 
laborious consultations 
with the House's six par- 
liamentary blocs — group- 
ing around 70 of the 80 
deputies — as well as 
with independent deputies 
that have helped defuse 
tension created by 
Tarawneh’s failure to con- 
sult the House before 
forming his cabinet. 

Business leaders and 
analysts say the govern- 
ment faces the tough task 
of pulling the country out 
of economic recession 
which threatens long-term 
growth prospects. 

The government has 
before it the daunting chal- 
lenge of having to reduce 
the budget deficit, expect- 
ed to reach six per cent of 
GDP from an original 3.2 


per cent estimate for this 
year. 

But recent dialogues 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, started 
with politicians, party 
leaders aDd leading figures 
have eased popular tension 
and are expected to help 
Tarawneh with his reform 
programme. 

"The concept of dialogue 
is a positive one," said 
Deputy Mohammad Abu 
Hdeib. “We thank the 
(Crown Prince] for his dia- 
logues with the different 
political streams and hope 
that all governments will 
follow on this tradition, 
which is a duty of every 
government.” 

The recent appointment 
of former prime ministers 
Taber Masri and Ahmad 
Obeidat, two outspoken 
critics of domestic and for- 
eign policies who joined 
the Islamist-led boycott of 
the November parliamen- 
tary elections and opposed 
Jordan’s peace with Israel, 
was also received as a sign 
of good faith on the part of 
the government. 

; In addition to Masri and 
Obeidat, former ministers 
Marwan Dudin, Ibrahim 
Ghababsheh, and retired 
army general Khalil Fanat- 
sa were appointed to 
replace ministers Taher 
Kana’an, Jawdat Sboul, 
Tawfiq Kreisban. Nayef 
Qadi and Royal Court 
Chief Jawad Anani. 

The resignation of the 
senators came after parlia- 
mentarians protested the 


appointment of four sena- 
tors in the new govern- 
ment. Deputies, however, 
later changed their stand, 
fearing that such a move 
would set a precedent that 
would prevent them from 
holding ministerial portfo- 
lios in the future. 

But according ro some 
deputies, the resignation 
of the four ministers from 
the Upper House ■ is not 
expected to affect the 
upcoming vote of confi- 
dence debate. 

Obtaining the vote of 
confidence will not be a 
difficult task for the cabi- 
net, according io deputies 
and observers. They say 
that at least 52 deputies are 
expected to vote in favour 
of Tarawneh’s govern- 
ment, formed amid peo- 
ple’s hopes that, unlike the 
previous government, this 
one would address the 
uigent problems facing the 
Kingdom. 

According to the Consti- 
tution, 41 deputies have to 
vote against the govern- 
ment for it to fall. 

Deputies Khalit Had- 
dadin. Mohammad Kouz 
and Abu Hdeib, however, 
said at this stage it is too 
early to predict the number 
of votes the government is 
expected to obtain. 

“This all depends on the 
prime minister's response 
to the demands of the 
deputies, which will be 
evident in his policy state- 
ment,” Kouz told the Jor- 
dan Times on Wednesday. 


Patients flee 
hospital overt# 
of bleed {to# 


‘Officials allegedly 
involved in water 
crisis to be referred 
to criminal court’ 
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- By Rana Hnsseini 

AMMAN — The Amman 
prosecutor, who is look- 
ing into a government 
commission’s report on 
the water contamination 
crisis, said on Wednesday 
he expects to refer the file 
against officials allegedly 
responsible for the crisis 
to the Amman Criminal 
Court. 

“We expect to finish our 
investigations within the 
next two weeks,” Prosecu- 
tor Mohammad 

Harahsheh told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

Harahsheh also con- 
firmed the arrest of two 
more officials from the 
Water Authority. They 
are the water quality 
director, Ahmad Oleimat, 
and the director of central 
labs, Hassan Omar. 

“Investigations proved 
they were involved in the 
water crisis, and they 
were arrested for further 
investigation,” Harahsheh 
said. 

He did not rule out the 
possibility of detaining 
other officials “if investi- 
gations prove that they 
were involved in the water 
crisis.” 
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On Sept. 14, Harahsheh 
ordered the arrest of five 
employees at the Zai 
Water Treatment Plant for 
alleged negligence in 
managing the plant. 


A special commission, 
formed last month to 
investigate the water cri- 
sis, submitted a 100-page 
report to the prosecutor 
general. 

The report was never 
released to the public 
because it contained 
names of officials. 

Western Amman was the 
hardest hit by the crisis 
which started in JuJy 
when residents com- 
plained that water had a 
foul smell and colour. 

The crisis led to the res- 
ignation of Water Minis- 
ter Munther Haddadin. 

The Society for Con- 
sumer Protection last 
month filed a lawsuit at 
the Amman Magistrate 
Court against Minister 
Haddadin” and other offi- 
cials. 

The court ruled early 
this month that it had no 
power to try the minister. 

According to the Con- 
stitution ministers are 
tried by a higher council 
for crimes committed 
while in office but only 
after indictment by a two- 
tbird majority of the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. . 

The higher council is 
headed by the Senate 
speaker and includes 
three senators elected by 
the Upper House and five 
judges from the Court of 
Cassation. 


Plans to privatise national carrier appear to take off 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — Plans to priva- 
tise the troubled state airline 
appear to finally have taken 
off with the initialling of 
agreements with a French 
bank and an- English law 
firm to assist in the restruc- 
turing and eventual sale of a 
large stake of Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ). industry sources 
said on Wednesday. 

A preliminary financial 
advisory contract was ini- 
tialled with Bank Paribas 
and a similar legal consul- 
tancy was initialled with 
Clifford Chance, one of the 
world’s leading law firms, 
they added. 

Both deals were initialled 
on Tuesday. 

Privatisation of the loss- 
making carrier is part of a 
controversial government 


drive to sell-off its equity in 
state-run enterprises, 
including the lucrative 
telecommunication compa- 
ny and the cement factory. 

The programme, launched 
in 1989 as part of an eco- 
nomic reform plan agreed 
with the International Mon- 
etary Fund, has been 
delayed by the lack of polit- 
ical will on the part of suc- 
cessive governments con- 
cerned with public opposi- 
tion to privatisation, espe- 
cially of profitable firms. 

The government, which 
has put forward an ambi-. 
tious schedule for the com- 
pletion of the plan, expects 
to be ready to sell a stake, 
between 40 and 60 per cent, 
in a new debt-free sub- 
sidiary to an international 
strategic partner eight 
months after initiating the 


restructuring process. 

The financial advisor 
would help the government 
implement a World Bank 
blueprint for privatising the 
airline by evaluating its 
assets, restructuring the bal- 
ance sheet and recommend- 
ing ways to handle debts 
and financial obligations, 
officials said. 

Eventually the financial 
advisor will market the 
operating subsidiary that 
will handle the aviation part 
of the business, which will 
include the planes, routes 
and technical support, they 
said. 

The remaining businesses 
of the airline, such as the 
duty free shops, engineer- 
ing and maintenance ser- 
vices and catering, will be 
part of a government-owned 
holding company, which 


will represent the govern- 
ment’s share in the new 
subsidiary. 

In order to set up the sub- 
sidiary, the legal advisor, 
will help the government 
change the regulatory 
framework which grants RJ 
a state monopoly under 
Law 10. 

In addition to reorganis- 
ing the sector, Clifford 
Chance, which bid along 
with seven other firms for 
the contract, will also focus 
on the airline’s legal liabili- 
ties, establishing new rela- 
tionships with civil authori- 
ties and other third parties. 

According to officials, the 
World Bank will finance a 
portion — yet to be deter- 
mined — of the financial 
advisory services. 

Five global investment 
banks responded to RJ’s 


invitation last March to sub- 
mit bids to act as financial 
advisor to help privatise the 
airline, straddled with near- 
ly JD700 million of debts, 
mainly to international 
banks and the Jordao Petro- 
leum Company. 

The government, which is 
expected to absorb a major 
chunk of the debt, began 
negotiating with U;S. com- 
mercial banking giant 
Citibank in June. 

Industry insiders 

described the offer by 
Citibank, which as speci- 
fied by the terms of refer- 
ence entered into rhe deal as 
part of a consortium of 
financial and aviation 
experts, as the most com- 
petitive and attractive by far 
with a zero success fee and 
a $1.2 retainer fee. But 
talks fell through after the 


two sides could not agree 
on several points, mainly on 
the issue of indemnity. 

Citibank, which is advis- 
ing one of the two compa- 
ny's bidding for a 40 per 
cent stake in the Jordan 
Telecommunication Corpo- 
ration, did not agree to be 
legally obliged for liabili- 
ties incurred by other mem- 
bers of the consortium. 

Bank Paribas, which has 
asked for a 0.95 per cent 
success fee once the sale of 
the stake in the subsidiary 
goes through, has accepted 
this condition. 

While some industry 
sources criticised the gov- 
ernment for being too rigid 
in negotiating with 
Citibank, RJ insiders said 
that the terms of reference 
reflected what was in the 
best interest of the airline. 


Kingdom swtiches to winter time on Friday 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Jordan on Friday will 
switch to winter time when clocks 
will be set one hour back amid sug- 
gestions that the practice of having a 
daylight-saving summer time be 
abolished. 

The Ministry of Energy prepared a 
feasibility study on the annual prac- 
tice showing that time switching does 
not save as much energy as was 
expected. 

The study showed thai during the 
summer season the entire country's 
electricity usage is trimmed by less 
than one per cent, said Ahmad Bashir, 
Ministry of Energy secretary general. 

’Time switching is not feasible for 
us,” said Bashir, adding that the min- 
istry will submit its report on die 
study to the Cabinet along with rec- 
ommendations to review the benefits, 
if any, of applying daylight-saving 


time. 

A major reason for changing time 
that it is believed to save energy. 

Energy use and the demand for 
electricity for lighting homes is 
directly connected to when Jordani- 
ans go to sleep and when they wake 
up. Bedtime for most is late evening 
throughout the year. When people go 
to bed. they turn off the lights and 
television. 

In the average home, around 25 per 
cent of all the electricity consumed is 
for fighting and small appliances, 
such as TVs, video cassette recorders 
and stereos. 

A good percentage of energy con- 
sumed by fighting and appliances 
occurs in the evening when families 
are home. By moving the clock ahead 
one hour, Jordan can cut on electrici- 
ty consumption. 

Summer time saves energy in the 
morning when people rise. The 


majority of Jordanians wake up 
before 7:00 a.m. during the work and 
school week. Because the sun is up. 
people will turn on fewer lights in 
their homes. Thus, people actually 
use less energy in the morning, 
argues Ali Muhajer, a school teacher. 

Additionally, according to the 
police, more lives are saved in sum- 
mer because traffic accidents are less 
likely to occur because more people 
travel home from work and school in 
daylight. 

Other parts of the world observe 
daylight savings time as well. Euro- 
pean nations have been taking advan- 
tage of the time change for decades. 
In 1996 the European Union (E V) 
standardised a EU-wide “summer 
period.” The EU version of daylight- 
saving time runs from the last Sunday 
in March through the last Sunday, in 
October. 
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U.N.’s Algeria report a 

whitewash, failed to 
address key abuses — Al 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Amnesty International 
on Wednesday called a 
report by a U.N. fact-find- 
ing team to Algeria a white- 
wash. saying it failed to 
address key human rights 
abuses. 

The UJM. report, made 
available Tuesday, acknowl- 
edged that the U.N. team 
had neither the means nor 
the mandate to conduct 
investigations into the six- 
year wave of violence that 
has overwhelmed the coun- 
try. 

Amnesty particularly criti- 
cised the panel members for 
failing to address conclu- 
sions of the U.N. Human 
Rights Committee, which 
has condemned grave viola- 
tions by government forces 
including torture, disappear- 
ances and extrajudicial exe- 
cutions. 

“The tendency in the 
report to repeat die govern- 
ment analysis of ‘terrorism 1 
and to gloss over human 
rights abuses by govern- 
ment forces further under- 
mines its credibility.” the 
human rights organisation 
said in a statement 

Human rights groups had 
feared that the U.N. team 
would not take a strong 
enough stand against 
charges that the government 
was involved in the violence 
that has wracked the coun- 
try since 1992. 


Diplomats and some U.N. 
officials have suggested that 
a less critical report was per- 
haps the best way to enter 
into a dialogue with the 
Algerian government. 

Islamist insurgency began 
after the army cancelled 
parliamentary elections in 
January 1992 that an Islam- 
ic party was poised to win. 
Since then, an estimated 
75,000 people have been 
killed. 

While the government 
blames Islamist insurgents 
for the massacres, human 
rights groups say the gov- 
ernment has carried out 
atrocities as well. 

“From a human rights per- 
spective the visit of this 
U.N. panel was a whitewash 
and is no substitute for an 
independent investigation 
into the human rights crisis 
in die country, which is long 
overdue.” Amnesty 

International said. 

Algeria had long resisted 
any outside investigation 
into the violence, claiming it 
was an internal matter. The 
government relented in July, 
and the U.N. panel, headed 
by a Mario Soares, former 
president of Portugal, visit- 
ed Algeria in July and 
Aug us L 

The report condemned ter- 
rorism as a whole and made 
a few recommendations, 
such as urging the govern- 
ment to rein in its security 


forces. 

It urged a “change of men- 
tality” in Algeria's police, 
army, judiciary and human 
rights institutions following 
reports of human rights vio- 
lations by both the govern- 
ment and insurgents." 

Amnesty said implement- 
ing these recommendations 
would go “some way" to 
addressing the human rights 
crisis. 

Amnesty faulted team 
members for only meeting 
with one prisoner accused 
of “terrorism." during a visit 
to the notorious Serkadji 
Prison, where Amnesty said 
96 prisoners were massa- 
cred in 1995. 

“Such an approach is 
astonishing especially given 
that no international organi- 
sation or human rights 
expert had previously been 
allowed into this or any 
other prison," Amnesty said. 

The team said the Alger- 
ian government barred 
meetings with key opposi- 
tion officials. 

Also in the U.N. team 
were former U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, 
Donald McHenry; former 
Indian Prime Minister Inder . 
Kumar Gujral: former Jor- 
danian Prime Minister 
Abdul-Karim Kabariti: 
Kenyan Attorney General 
Amos Wako: and former 
French Health Minister 
Simone Veil. 


DRC rebels claim Sudanese troops 
in country with Libyan finance 


GOMA (AFP) — Rebels 
fighting DR Congo president 
Laurent Kabila on Wednes- 
day pursued their allegation 
that Sudanese troops had 
intervened on his side and 
said Libya was funding 
them. 

The political coordinator of 
the rebels. Lunda Bululu. 
said in their eastern strong- 
hold town of Goma that 
some 2.000 troops from 
Sudan, but also in the con- 
cluding ex-Zairean army sol- 
diers, had been flown in by 
the Khartoum government 

Bululu charged, without 
elaborating, that the 
despatching of the troops in 
Kindu. the eastern forward 
military base of Kabila and 
his allies, was earned out by 
Sudanese Dyushin aircraft 
with the backing of the 
Tripoli government of 
Muammer Qadhafi. 

The rebel spokesman first 
said on Tuesday that 
Sudanese troops had joined 


conflict which has 
embroiled several countries 
from southern to eastern 
Africa, saying that they had 
“come to save Kabila's ship 
from sinking.” 

On Wednesday, Bululu 
failed to specify how many 
members of the former 
Zairean Armed Forces (FAZl 
were among the new 
arrivals. The FAZ was the 
army of late dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko. ousted when 
Kabila seized power in the 
former Zaire in May Iasi 
year. 

The rebels in Goma. on the 
border with Rwanda, have 
denied reports from the capi- 
tal Kinshasa, more than 
1 .300 kilometres distant, 
that Kabila's Congolese 
Armed Forces (FAC) and its 
allies have launched an all- 
out offensive on the eastern 
strongholds of their foes. 

However. Bululu said that 
the Kabila regime — which 
already has military support 


from Angola, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia — was preparing 
deals to bring in more allied 
troops via the Central 
African Republic and Chad, 
notably with a strong contin- 
gent of ex-FAZ soldiers from 
the latter. 

Kabila last week went to 
the Central African Republic 
and Chadian capitals Bangui 
and Ndjamena for talks with 
leaders there, apparently to 
raise support after falling out 
with his former allies in 
Rwanda and Uganda, whom 
he accuses of aggression and 
invading the DRC to back 
Tutsi -led rebels. 

The uprising began in the 
eastern DRC on Aug. 2 
respondents in rebel-held 
towns have observed a sullen 
reaction from local people to 
the mainly Tutsi leaders of 
Kabila’s foes, in contrast to 
the support enjoyed by Tutsis 
who backed him when he 
launched his campaign to 
overthrow Mobutu. 



PROTEST IN TEHRAN: Several hundred Iranians, carrying portraits of supreme leader Ayatollah Aii 
Khamenei (L) and his predecessor Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini (R), Wednesday stage a rally against the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia in A fghanistan and its main ally Pakistan after collective prayers at the Tehran University 
campus mosque. Tensions have increased between Tehran and the Taleban after the murder of a group of Iran- 
ian diplomats and a journalist during a raid on the Ir anian consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif (AFP photo) 


Jewish zealots meet to plot 
rebuilding of Jerusalem temple 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — With a blast of 
trumpets reminiscent of 
Joshua's assault on the walls 
of Jericho, 1.000 Jewish 
zealots met in Jerusalem hop- 
ing to inflict the same fate on 
the the city's Al Aqsa Mosque 
compound so the ancient 
Jewish Temple can be rebuilt 
in its place. 

The Who's Who of Israel's 
for right gathered for the 
event at Jerusalem's conven- 
tion centre Tuesday night 
alongside high school stu- 
dents from radical West Bank 
settlements and uniformed 
soldiers apparently ready to 
translate words into action. 

' ‘This event is to unite the 
entire community that wants 
to rebuild the Temple," said 
Yehuda Etzion. an organiser 
of the evening who was once 
jailed for plotting to blow up 
Al Aqsa. 

‘This is not a violent activi- 
ty, but one meant to create 


intimacy and caring.” Etzion 
said without a hint of irony. 

Other participants at the 
annual congress organized by 
the tar-right Hai Vekayam 
group included not only for- 
mer leaders of the outlawed 
anti-Arab movement Kach 
but prominent rabbis and, for 
the first lime, a senior govern- 
ment official. 

‘Tour activity is one of the 
most important, positive and 
educational that exists among 
active Israeli citizens.” 
Deputy Education Minis ter 
Moshe Peled told the gather- 
ing in a pre-recorded address 
broadcast on a giant screen. 

In a gala atmosphere which 
belied the violent intentions 
of at least some participants, 
silver trumpets were blown, 
bands played lively music 
and choirs sang religious and 
nationalist hymns. 

On a stage in the giant hall, 
organisers displayed models 
and drawings of the giant 


Temple destroyed by the 
Romans in 7DAJD. before Al- 
Aqsa mosque and the Dome 
of the Rock shrine were built 
on the same spot 600 years 
later, becoming die third holi- 
est site in Islam. 

Also on show were the sil- 
ver trumpets and other reli- 
gious objects modelled .on 
those used by the high priests 
2.000 years ago and prepared 
for future use in the rebuilt 
Temple. 

Enthusiastic youths circu- 
lated through the crowd dis- 
tributing bumper stickers with 
pictures of AJ-Aqsa and the 
Temple side-by-side above 
the caption ‘The Choice is 
Yours." 

According to a fundamen- 
talist reading of Jewish holy 
texts, the coming of the Mes- 
siah can only occur after the 
Temple has been rebuilt on its 
original site inside the Old 
City walls of east Jerusalem. 

The last remaining vestige 


of the ancient Temple, the 
Western Wall which supports 
the raised mosque compound 
known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount is today the holiest 
site in Judaism. 

Rabbi Dov Lior of the Kiry- 
at Arba settlement near 
Hebron insisted that rebuild- 
ing the Temple “would be for 
the good of all. Jews and 
Arabs alike." 

“Reconstruction of the 
Temple will not bring blood- 
shed but peace to the whole 
world,” he said. 

But Emil Yermiyev, a 17- 
year-old immigrant from 
Azerbaijan who studies in a 
radical West Bank religious 
seminary, had no such illu- 
sions. 

“The Temple will be rebuilt 
and the Arabs will all be 
exterminated.” he said. 

The disputed site is one of 
the most explosive flash- 
points for Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence. 


Monitors criticise Israel, guerrillas in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — An 
international group moni- 
toring fighting in southern 
Lebanon on Wednesday 
criticised Lebanese forces 
for twice firing from near 
civilian areas and Israel 
for seriously violating a 
1996 accord by firing on 
three villages. 

The group overseeing 
the understanding that 
ended a 1996 Israeli 


onslaught that killed 
about 200 Lebanese, most 
of them civilians, said 
Lebanese guerrillas vio- 
lated the terms on Sept. 9 
and Sept. 14 by firing 
mortar rounds from the 
edge of Lebanese villages. 

The accord banned 
attacks from or on civilian 
areas, but not attacks on 
military targets. 

The monitors said 


Israeli forces directed 
mortar rounds and lank 
fire at three different vil- 
lages on Sept. 9. follow- 
ing a Lebanese attack on a 
military target. 

‘The Monitoring Group 
expressed its concern over 
this serious incident, 
which constitutes a viola- 
tion of the understand- 
ing.” the group said in a 
statement. It said Israel 


promised to take measures 
to prevent a repetition. 

Israel, which has con- 
trolled parts of south 
Lebanon since it invaded 
it in 1978. has occupied a 
self-declared security 
zone along rhe border 
since 1985 to prevent 
potential attacks into 
Israel. Lebanese guerrillas 
are fighting to drive them 
out. 


Moderate 

Iranian 

paper 

banned 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
moderate Iranian newspa-’ 
per which supports Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
was banned on Wednesday 
because of articles 
described as being “against 
national interests and secu- 
rity-” • ■_ 

The newspaper, Toos, 
said in a statement it had 
received a letter from the 
judicial authorities stating 
that it had been banned 
“until further notice.” 

The official IRNA news 
agency, quoting a judicial 
official, said “that with 
respect to publication of 
articles against national 
interests and security of the 
country, the paper is being 
banned as of Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, until finalisation 
of the investigation.” 

Police entered the print- 
ing press of the evening 
newspaper, named after a 
city in tiie east of the coun- 
try. to prevent publication 
of Wednesday's edition and 
judicial officials visited its 
editorial offices. 

Iran's state television said 
three members of the staff 
at Toos had been sum- 
moned to court, but did not 
identify them or whether or 
not they were arrested. 

Toos began publication in 
June as the successor to 
another paper, Jameeh, 
which bad been ordered to 
shut down. Its format and 
editorial team remained the 
same. 

Jameeh first rolled off the 
presses in February and 
became a symbol of press 
freedom as championed in 
the Islamic republic under 
Khatami, a moderate cleric 
elected president last yea as* ; 

Toos openly supports 
Khatami's policies and has 
become popular among 
young readers and intellec- 
tuals as a symbol of the 
loosening of the reins on 
the press under KhatamL 
The ban on Toos came a 
day after Iran's supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, blasted liberal 
publications which have 
flourished under the new 
government and ordered 
the authorities to limit their 
activities. 

Khamenei, in a meeting 
with Revolutionary Guards 
commanders, accused “cer- 
tain newspapers" of caving 
in to a “creeping Western 
cultural onslaught ... target- 
ing people's faith. Islam 
and ihe [1979 Islamic] rev- 
olution." 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeJ. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Animated 

Hero Classics 

15:30 Drama -Star Runner 

16:00 .....Doc. — L’Ecdedes Fans 

16:30 Doc. — Blue Water 

Dreaming 



Big Sky (Ep.6) 

- .End of TX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


The Uniflte Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English- Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 


Madaba 31 

Petra 33 

Dead Seas 39 


USEFUL 


17:00 

04:58 . 


The Baptist Church TeL 

TELEPHONE 

- NBA 

06:15 . 

.(Sunrise) Duha 

4628052 

NUMBERS 

18: IS Sliders 

12-JO .. 

Dhuhr 

The Armenian Catholic 


19:00 i£ Journal 

16:00 . 

- - — ‘Asr 

Church TeL 4771331 

NIGHT DUTY 

19:15 Science Magazine — 

18:45 . 

- .Maghreb 

The .Armenian Orthodox 

AMMAN: 

cU oeuf De Colomb) 

20:03 . 

Isha 

Church TeL 4775261 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawj 


19 News Headlines 

19:35 -Comedy — Family Manets 

20:00 The Great Romances 

2(h30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 .Feature film — “For the 
Boys" 

23:59 Comedy — Can’t Hurry 

Love? 

00 JO .End of TX. 

Friday Programmes 
15:10 Canoon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

15 JO - The Borrowers 

16:00 Feature film — “Fight for 
Honour" 

18:15 French quiz show - Les 
Cles de Fort Bo yard 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 .French Programme — 
Alio La Terre 

19:30 —News Headlines 

19J5 Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 
20HX) ...Lite on the Digital Edge 
20.30 Doc. — The Seven Won- 
ders of die World 

21:10 Babyton-5 

22:00 ..... jVews in English 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh-TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Samoa Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53/4624S11. 

Sl Afrern Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 

Td. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College m 5661757 
Chnrch of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTel. 5920146 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail during 
the weekend with clouds 
appearing at low altitudes and 

winds northwesterly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, winds wiU 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 19/30 

Aqaba 25/36 

Deserts 17/34 

Jordan Valley 23/35 


.4894788 

Dt Fafchri Tbyeh .4915S80 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh_..43f?9200 

Dt Kbafid Abdo 4657129 

FIras pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .......778336 

Al Asema pharmacy.. ..4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

NjyTb pharmacy 5347632 

IRBED: 

Dc GbariTh'amneh — 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ... (—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AILawzi 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 36. Aqaba 42 

Humidity readings: Amman Food Control Centre.._.d637 111 

24 per cent. Aqaba 27 per GviiDdbiceDepartment_566Jni 

cent. Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Following are the highest tem- Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 

peracures expected today in the Rescue ft&e 192,4621111,4637777 

following areas: Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank.... ......4775121 

Ajloun 27 Highway Police. —.5343402 

Jerash 32 Traffic Police .4896390 

Um Qays 5 1 Public Security DepL....4630321 


Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661 176 

Wicr£Seuer^Caiphincs __48y74b7 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774 M I 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 58 156 1 5 

Electric Power Co. .4636381 

RJ Flight Information..44-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heat and Spe- 
cial Surpay 5921199 
The Islamic. Abdli . — — 5666*31/7 
Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luanila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabul Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas.J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ...5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669 1 3 1 

University Hospital ....5353444 
Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 5664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Multajreen ....4777|0]/3 

AJ-Bashic- .477511 1/26 

Army.Marfca 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Antal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

.Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

....(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafces Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
103)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:10 .......Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RIJ 

MhOO Bombay (RJ) 

10:05 .-.-JDhahnin. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 JVIuscaL Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 — .Colombo (RJ) 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


17:30 —London (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19ri>5 Doha(RJ) 

19:10 — .Athens (RJ) 

19:20 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
19:45 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
23:55 Lamaca(RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:55 .... — Dubai (EK> 

*1:00 - ..Kuwait (KU) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF> 

15:10 .Shariqah(AH) 

15:40 Doha(QR) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

1*00 ....: - Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 -.Cairo (MS) 

21:10 London (BA) 

23:20 - Istanbul (TK) 

23:35 Lamaca (CY) 

00:05 Moscow (SU) 

01:15 ..Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

W:20 — Tunis (TU) 

05:20 Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIa 
and proceeding to Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

20:20 .Tel Aviv (arriving 

at QAIA on Friday only). 

(RW) 

22:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Thursday only) (RW) 
23:25 Aqaba (from Marta .Air- 
port) (RW) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

11:35 -AT Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
12:15 ....-Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
12:20 ...-Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:45 — — Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 Doha(RJ) 

13:10 — Paris (RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

20J5 Laroaca (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 — — JXibai(RJ) 

00:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

°fr-15 .Istanbul CnC) 

07:50 .Frankfurt (LH) 

°&20- .London (BA) 

°^5 — Dubai (EK) 

09tia5 — Damascus, Dubai (RJ) 

12:00 — — Kuwait (KU) 

1*30 — .Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

IfcOO ...Annabah. Algiers (AH) 

16 JO Doha(QR) 

--Beirut (ME) 

21 -10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:00 Cairo (MS) 

Moscow (SU) 

®2:1S Amsterdam (KL) 

- -Beirut, Tunis (TU) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
08:00 Aqaba (from Mario Air- 
port) (RW) 

0930 Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
port on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

20:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA— - 
°n Thursday only) (RW) 

2130 Aqaba (from QAIA) 

(RW) 
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Minister Fayez Tarawneh Wednesday meets with officials from the Anti-Corruption Department (Petra 

Prime minister pledges new 
government will fight corruption 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
Wednesday emphasised 
that his government will 
combat corruption in accor- 
dance with the Royal direc- 
tives in the letter of designa- 
tion to the new government. 

Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment will provide support 
to the Anti-Corruption 
Department, which is run 
by the security services, to 
enable it to pursue its 
national mission. 



DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER 98 
FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural 
activities at DaratAI Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, to last until 
Sept. 30. indude: 

* Palm entitled “Willem 
de Kooning — Strokes of 
Genius" on Thursday at 
630 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art 
hum Lebanon and works 
by Jordanian artist Sahel 
Mari at the Main House. 

* Woks by Iraqi artist 
Samer Usama and by Jor- 
danian artist Said Haddadin 
at the Blue House. 

* Installation woks by 
Jordanian artist Sarnia Zaru 
at the Byzantine Church. 1 

* Exhibition of pho- | 
tpgraphs 'Memory of a | 
Place” by Jordanian artist 
Hussein Da’seh at the 
Museum. 

TUNISIAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

* Two films entitled 
“Plates of Gold" and 
“Arab" at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre on Thursday and 
Friday respectively at 8:00 
p-m. (Another film entitled 
“Arizah" will be screened 
on Saturday Sept 19 at 8:00 
pjn.). 

FILM 

* “Warerworid" at the 
American Center Abdoun 
on Thu rsday at 5:00 pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography exhibition 
entitled “Les Cite's 
tTArtistes a Paris" at the 
premises of the Association 
of the Jordanian Plastic 
Artists, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Sept 30. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artists 
Ismail Sheikhiy, Suzanne 
Sheikhly, and Kbalid 
Qassab entitled Pioneers of 

tfae fifties” at Orfali Art 
Gallery, Umm Utheina, 
until Sept 21 CTeL 
5526932), 

* Paintings by Rula 
Shukahy atthe French Cul- 
tural Came. Jabal Amman, 
until Sept 30. 

* Exhibition of wrought 
nxm furniture by Jordanian 
®tisSafini AI BandakatAl 
Baidar HaU, Kan Taman 
y iUage (TeL 586253 \\ until 
Sept. 17. 


The prime minister was 
speaking during a visit to 
the Anti-Corruption Depart- 
ment, where he conveyed 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
appreciation of the depart- 
ment's officials for their 
role in protecting the state 
treasury and public funds. 

In his letter of designation 
to Tarawneh. King Hussein 
said “good employees 
should be rewarded, but 
those failing in their duties 
and neglecting responsibili- 


ties or the conupt amongst 
them and those who betray 
trust should be punished. As 
much as the nation needs to 
honour and reward the dis- 
tinguished people in recog- 
nition of their endeavours, it 
must equally strike out at 
the negligent and the indif- 
ferent and those who do not 
give any regard to their 
duties." 

Tarawneh. who was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Minister of Stare for Prime 


Ministry Affairs Samih 
Bino and Minister of Interi- 
or Nayef Qadi, praised the 
department's officials for 
working to prevent 
infringements on the 
national interests and Jor- 
dan's credibility before the 
world. 

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Tarawneh listened 
to a briefing about the 
department's duties and its 
future plans. 


Police questioning 1 7-year-old 
over youth’s accidental killing 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are 
interrogating a 17-year-old 
youth who yesterday 
turned himself In at Sahab 
precinct after accidentally 
causing the death of a 16- 
year-old friend. 

According to officials, 
the youth allegedly threw a 
stone at his friend^ Hassan 
All, that injured him in the 
head. 

The boy then rushed his 
friend to Al Bashir Hospital 
but the victim was declared 
dead on arrival, the offi- 


cials said. 

The suspect told Sahab 
police that “he did not 
mean to kill his friend,” the 
source said. 

Police confirmed the 
incident but refused com- 
ment. 

Missing child found 

Meanwhile, officials and 
Faysalieh residents on 
Wednesday confirmed that 
1 2- year-old May Hazzaa, 
who went missing for 27 
days, was found uncon- 
scious Tuesday in the Mad- 


aba Parking Complex. 

The chilct a seventh grad- 
er, reportedly left her fami- 
ly’s home on Aug. 22 to 
take a makeup examination 
at her school but never 
returned. 

According to one official, 
the child told investigators 
she was abducted by two 
men and two women “who 
were looking for gold." He 
did not elaborate. 

“The child was found in a 
miserable scare. She was 
dirty, itching and suffering 
hallucinations ” the source 
said. 


Police arrest suspect in officer’s murder 


Ifo Mohammad R «1 Hussein 

AMMAN — Police 
Wednesday said they arrest- 
ed the prime suspect in con- 
nection with two armed 
robberies and the murder of 
a police officer last Satur- 
day. 

The suspect, who police 
said confessed to commit- 
ting the crimes, was arrest- 
ed Tuesday on a farm in 
Karak govern orate, 90 kilo- 


metres south of Amman, a 
police official who request- 
ed anonymity said. 

Police on Sunday had 
arrested two men in con- 
nection with the same inci- 
dent. 

Sergeant Mohammad 
Shaher Ajarmeh was killed 
and Lieutenant Ra'd 
Khsabeh was seriously 
injured after stopping two 
suspects driving a rented 
Hyundai near Sweileh. 


One of the suspects 
stepped out of the car and 
fired at Ajarmeh. hitting 
him in the chest and killing 
him. 

Khsabeh tried to over- 
power the assailant, bur was 
shot in the chin. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, visited the Ajarmeh 
family on Tuesday to offer 
condolences over the death 
of Sergeant Ajarmeh. 


King’s adviser pays condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for His 
Majesty King Hussein, the King’s adviser Salah 
Abu Zeid Wednesday paid a visit to the Omari 
clan to offer his condolences over the death of 
Private Nathir Mohammad Tlumeh Oman. Abu 
Zeid visited the Ajarmeh clan and expressed his 
condolences over the death of Sergeant 
Mohammad Ajarmeh. He also visited First 


Lieutenant Ra'd Ksabeh, who was hospitalised 
Saturday after after being shot while on duty. 

Prime Ministry adviser appointed 

AMMAN (Pena) — A Royal Decree was 
issued Wednesday appointing Isam Aridah as 
adviser at the Prime Ministry. Aridah previous- 
ly served as the secretary general at the Ministry 
of Youth. 


Sister of accused teen murderer 
refuses to drop charges at trial 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — In emotional 
testimony Wednesday at 
the Criminal Court, the sis- 
ter of a 19-year-old stand- 
ing trial on charges of mur- 
dering 11 members of his 
family member and a life- 
long friend refused to drop 
charges against her brother. 

“If my brother did it, then 
he should be punished,” 
sobbed itaf Qashasb, 37, 
after the court tribunal 
asked her if she wished to 
drop the charges pressed by 
the prosecution against her 
brother. Sa'eed Qashash. 

The accused, who faces 
12 counts of premeditated 
murder, confessed ro 
killing his mother, father, 
other family members and 
his schoolmate Atta 
Sh'alan on June 10, 
because they were harass- 
ing him about his academic 
performance. 

Itaf Qashash, who wept 
throughout her 10-minute 


testimony, said Sa’eed 
came to her house to pick 
up one of his sisters 
“because our mother want- 
ed her to run some errands 
with him." 

“Sa'eed seemed to be in a 
hurry but was acting nor- 
mally" she told a packed 
court room. 

In response to a question 
posed by the court, the 
woman, a teacher in Jabal 
Manarah, said “my brother 
never had any problems 
with his family” 

Aref Sh’alan, 40, Ana’s 
father, also refused to drop 
charges against the defen- 
dant. 

“I saw Sa’eed on Thurs- 
day and asked him if he 
knew of my son’s where- 
abouts. He denied seeing 
him " he said. 

Sh’alan, who was testify- 
ing for the prosecution, 
added: “I noticed that 
Sa’eed was smoking 
expensive cigarettes and 
had bought expensive 


cologne, two tilings I know 
he cannot afford to buy.” 

The witness said he 
became suspicious of 
Sa'eed because he knew his 
son had left his house the 
previous evening, “and 
because my son, who 
works in the construction 
field, had approximately 
JD140 on him, 1 called the 
police." 

Another prosecution wit- 
ness, Ibrahim Mohammad, 
an Egyptian construction 
worker, said a youth came 
to him on Wednesday, June 
10. and bought 25 bricks. 

“I tried to give him back 
his change, but he asked me 
to keep it because be was in 
a hurry,” Mohammad said. 

The victims of the June 
10 slayings in the Bnyat 
village south of Amman 
were Qashash ’s mother 
Thurayah, SO, his father 
Amin, 57, his sisters 
Karimah, 25, Mirvat, 17, 
Wafa, 9, and Insaf, 27, 
Insaf's 30-year-old bus- 


House committee criticises new 
water quality control method 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — A parliamen- 
tary committee on Wednes- 
day criticised the govern- 
ment's recent measures to 
clean the waterways lead- 
ing to the Zai Water Treat- 
ment Plant, saying they are 
“inefficient and might 
cause pollution.’’ 

The head of the Lower 
House Committee on Water 
and Agriculture, Salameh 
Hiari, said fish which were 
released to get rid of algae 
in the water, as a natural 
method ordered recently by 
Minister of Water and 
Energy, Hani Muliri, might 
pollute the water with their 
refuse or if they die. 

“This will not solve the 
problem,” Hiari told the 
! Jordan Times. “In order to 
efficiently solve the prob- 
lem. the government has to 
stop pumping Lake 
Tiberias water. And instead 
of expanding the Zai plant, 
it must be rehabilitated and 
maintained.” 

Hiari added that the com- 
mittee will meet with the 
ministers of water and 
health on Saturday to dis- 
cuss the issue. 

Water expert and former 
assistant to the Water 
Authority secretary gener- 
al, Raja Jedeon, said fish 


are used as indicators for 
pollution and not as treat- 
ment. 

“The pre-treatment stage, 
through efficient monitor- 
ing and controlling of 
water coming in and going 
out of the plant, must be 
conducted to solve the 
problem,” he said. '‘More 
adjustments should be 
made to the plant’s systems 
and pipes in order to cor- 
rectly deal with algae and 
other substances ” 

Jedeon added that during 
the water treatment 
process, providing oxygen 
is a must to get rid of some 
kinds of toxic algae. 

"Cleaning, ventilating 
and maintaining the Zai 
plant’s pipes is essential to 
removing any remains 
which might have been left 
after the water crisis," the 
water expert said. 

Health Minister Nael 
Ajlouni affirmed that water 
coming from the Zai plant 
is fit for human consump- 
tion. 

But he added that “for 
precautionary reasons, I do 
not want to cancel the pre- 
vious decision of boiling 
water before 1 drinking, 
especially during the sum- 
mer.” 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
daily Ha’aretz yesterday 


reported that some Israeli 
officials complained that 
“the quality of water in 
Lake Tiberias could deteri- 
orate seriously if work goes 
ahead — as pan of the 
agreement with Jordan — 
on plans for the diversion 
of the Yarmouk River into 
the lake and for the diver- 
sion of the northern Jordan 
River tributary directly .into 
[Israel’s] national water 
carrier." 

“This warning is being 
sounded by officials in the 
ministries of agriculture 
and environmental affairs 
as well as senior water 
quality experts. They claim 
that the water of Lake 
Tiberias could become 
more saline and that there 
would be a flourishing of 
poisonous seaweed that 
could pose a threat to one 
of Israel’s most important 
water sources,’’ said 
Ha’aretz. 

Earlier this week. Mulki 
said he met with Israeli 
officials to discuss con- 
structing a diversionary 
dam on the Yarmouk River 
providing 135 million 
cubic metres of water per 
year to ensure Jordan' 
water share as stipulated in 
the 1994 Jordanian- Israeli 
peace treaty. 


Court date set for 1 1 accused of arson 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court yesterday 
set Sunday, SepL 20, as the 
date to stan trying 1 1 peo- 
ple, including three in 
absentia, in connection 
with the arson attacks and 
bombings that occurred in 
different parts of the King- 
dom last April, judicial 
sources said. 

‘The State Security Court 
has finished examining the 
case file and will stan try- 
ing the suspects next 
week,” one source said. 

The source added that the 
three suspects at large are 
believed to be in the United 
States. England and the 
United Arab Emirates and 
“will be tried in absentia.” 

Almost two weeks ago, 


the State Security Court 
issued a public notice in 
local newspapers advising 
the suspects to turn them- 
selves in. 

The 1 1 suspects are 
charged with setting fire to 
vehicles belonging to for- 
mer intelligence chief 
Mohammad Rasoui Kiiani 
and Senator Jawdar Sboul, 
a former interior minister. 

The suspects also were 
accused of committing 
arson at the Modem Amer- 
ican School in Amman, a 
traffic police compound 
and the parking lot of the 
Jerusalem Hotel on Univer- 
sity Road. 

A month later, officials 
announced the arrest of 
eight men, known by their 
group name “Reform and 
Challenge,” who allegedly 


were involved in the 
attacks and said these indi- 
viduals “were receiving 
orders and financing from 
abroad.” 

“The group was trying to 
leave a social and political 
impact on security without 
harming anybody.” the offi- 
cials said in May, adding 
that “these individuals had 
assembled to form a funda- 
mentalist group to strike 
against public places, secu- 
rity centres and prominent 
figures, especially intelli- 
gence officers." 

The government had 

described the attacks as 
“aiming at destabilising the 
country in retaliation for its 
national stance." 

The attacks left no 

injuries. 


Minister urges schools to help raise students’ environmental awareness 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The environment minister urged 
schools on Wednesday to help the government in 
its efforts to raise public awareness on protecting 

the environmeaL . 

Tawfiq Kreishan praised efforts by Jordan s 

jfldustrial sector to make factories ozone friend- 
ly t»y the year 1999 as stipulated in an 
international pact on environment protection 
signed by the Kingdom. 

•‘We are sure that any efforts exerted m this 
direction have to run parallel with efforts to raise 
popular environmental awareness among vari- 
ous sectors <rf society.” Kreishan told a seminar 
held to mark International Ozooe Day. 

“The most important sector of society are chil- 
dren who are going to schools," the minister 

S ^AIJS programme, the Global Learning and 
Observing to Benefit the Environment, is being 


taught at 16 Jordanian schools to help teachers 
and students cooperate on the need to protect 
nature. 

Kreishan said he ux* “pride” in the achieve- 
ments of several Jordanian factories who coop- 
erated with Jordan’s Environment Protection 

Corporation to streamline rbeir operations to 
meet standards set by the Montreal Protocol for 
the Protection of die Ozone Layer, which the 
Kingdom signed in 1997. 

“We take pride regarding the level of aware- 
ness our inAaries have readied these days after 
we overcame many problems that were imposed 
on us by moving toward using alternatives for 
substances that harm the ozone layer." added 
Kreishan, who heads the Environment Protec- 
tion Council. 

He said clear examples of indusny motivation 
toward environmental protection are requests to 
the corporation to team more about the ozone 
project and coordination to prepare projects and 


to seek financing for their execution. 

The Montreal Protocol commits all 140 signa- 
tories to freeze production, use, and expert of 
cUorofhMrorarbons and to limit the use of 
methyl bromide, both ozone-unfriendly sub- 
stances. It also urges them to end all trade of 
these materials by 1999. 

Kreishan said the protocol has funded one Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery project which managed 
to produce an ozone-friendly material to benefit 
several local industries. 

T hope this will reflect positively on con- 
sumers," he said 

Another ozone-friendly project, he added, will 
be launched in the Jordan Valley to combat 
insects affecting agriculture which, as a result, 
will help increase production and reduce costs. 

The head of the corporation, Saleh Sbar\ said 
several environmental laws have been enacted to 
ensure environmental protection. 

“The corporation is working hard to monitor 


pollution in several areas in the Kingdom," Shar 
said. 

He added that a $12.5 million national system, 
which will include governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations and several industrial 
parties, to tackle pollution all over Jordan is look- 
ing far a funding mechanism to start opaating. 

“Many projects, such as the ozone project and 
the climate change project are cm our agenda," 
Shar’said. 

“To protea our environment, it is essential to 
monitor all industries that cause pollution and at 
the same time encourage them to be environ- 
mem-friendly." 

Qvil Defence Department head Hied> Maani 
said several measures have been carried out at 
the department to ensure environmental protec- 
tion. 

“The department holds regular courses for its 
staff in order to raise public awareness regarding 
the issue,” he said. 


band, Jamal Turk, 30, and 
their two children. Hala, 2, 
and Zaid. 3, as well as his 
brothers Mohammad. 30 
and Mustafa, 17. 

After his lawyer tried to 
get the court's permission 
to have his client psycho- 
logically examined, 

Qashash said he was men- 
tally competent and not 
guilty of tire charges. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the 
defendant lured the victims 
one after the other to the 
basement of the family's 
house and shot each of 
them while they bad their 
backs to him. then piled 
their bodies and sealed the 
basement's doors with 
bricks and cement. 

The court tribunal, 
presided over by Judge 
Mohammad Ajarmeh and 
including Mifleh Mubeidin 
and Issa Hamdan, post- 
poned the 1 case to Sept. 21 
to hear more prosecution 
witnesses. 


Shreideh 

submits 

resignation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Deputy Lower House 
Speaker Yousef Shreideh 
has resigned from his post 
and from Parliament’s 
permanent bureau but has 
said he will run for the 
post of House speaker 
during the next ordinary 
session, expected in 
November. 

The local press .quoted 
Shreideh on Wednesday 
as saying that the resigna- 
tion was in protest against 
the actions of House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Srour, whom he alleged 
has been sending parlia- 
mentary delegations on 
visits abroad without eon- 
suiting with the perma- 
nent bureau as per regula- 
tions. 

He cited delegation vis- 
its to Moscow to attend 
the meetings of the 
International Parliamen- 
tary Union and to the 
Palestinian territories as 
examples of decisions 
Srour made without con- 
sulting the bureau. He 
added that the deputies 
learnt about the visits 
through the local press. 

Shreideh said he would 
only withdraw his resig- 
nation if the situation 
were rectified and the 
bureau allowed to shoul- 
der its duties concerning 
supervision of the 
House's administration, 
such as deciding on finan- 
cial matters and sending 
official delegations 
abroad. 

On his House speaker- 
ship bid, Shreideh said be 
will be nominated by his 
parliamentary coalition 
for the post. 

For his part, Srour was 
quoted as saying that 
every deputy has the right 
to run for the post of 
speaker in the coming 
ordinary session and 
wished Shreideh success. 

Shreideh’s resignation 
will be formally submit- 
ted to the House in its 
first meeting and if 
accepted, a new deputy 
speaker will be elected to 
replace him. House regu- 
lations state that even in 
an extraordinary session, 
a deputy speaker can be 
elected if his post is 
vacant when Parliament 
convenes. 

Parliament is scheduled 
to convene today in an 
extraordinary session to 
submit a vote of confi- 
dence in the new govern- 
ment. Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh is 
expected to present the 
government's policy 
statement for debate 
before voting takes place. 
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NATO faces growing 


pressure to intervene 


in troubled Kosovo 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
momentum towards western 
military intervention in 
Kosovo appeared to be gather- 
ing pace on Wednesday as 
fighting in the province contin- 
ued, worsening an already des- 
perate refugee crisis. 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruelie warned that the 
West could resort to force 
"within three to five weeks," 
echoing comments made last 
week by a senior U.S. official 
here. 

Britain and France mean- 
while briefed their NATO 
allies on the terms of a planned 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tion which would represent a 
step towards military action if 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
fails to end the onslaught 
against Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanian population. 

The resolution, to be present- 
ed in New York within days, 
will set out a list of actions 
Milosevic must take to end tic 
conflict, a NATO official said. 

It will not “explicitly autho- 
rise military action.” by the 
alliance if Milosevic fails to 
comply but it will constitute an 
"essential building block" 
towards the use of force, the 
official said. 

The official was speaking on 
condition of anonymity after 
(he 16 ambassadors reviewed 
(be situation in Kosovo with 
U.S. special envoy 
Christopher Hill, who is 
attempting to negotiate a peace 
deal in the province. 

Hill expressed very cautious 


optimism about the prospects 
of his mediation attempts suc- 
ceeding. “There are a tremen- 
dous number of problems 
ahead but we do at least have a 
process aimed in the right 
direction, even if it is not going 
at the speed we all would like." 

He warned however that, 
with winter approaching and 
huge numbers of people hav- 
ing been forced to flee their 
homes, "time is running out." 
for a negotiated settlement 

Milosevic's onslaught in 
Kosovo has created more than 
270,000 refugees, humanitari- 
an agencies say. 

Hill is to return to Kosovo's 
capital Pristina on Thursday in 
an attempt to secure the written 
agreement of the leaders of the 
ethnic Albanian community to 
a framework interim agree- 
ment on the province's future. 

The visit will be the first step 
in a new round of shuttle diplo- 
macy between Pristina and the 
Yugoslav capital Belgrade. 

The NATO official said the 
British-French resolution 
reflected a "refocussing” of the 
international community's 
attention on the situation in 
Kosovo in the light of the 
"wanton destruction" of 
Kosovar villages by the 
Serbian security forces. 

‘The longer these actions go 
on. the greater the likelihood is 
that tiie international commu- 
nity is going to run out of 
patience with President 
Milosevic.” the official said. 

“If it becomes clear that the 
use of military force is neces- 


support. 

Air Force General John 
Jumper, the commander of 
UJS. air forces in Europe, said 
on Tuesday that U.S. leaders 
were unconvinced air strikes 
would succeed in stopping the 
fighting as they did in Bosnia 
in 1995. 

Ruehe however insisted 
Yugoslavia must stop its crack- 
down on civilians in Kosovo 
or face military action. 

"Western countries are ever 
more ready to stop attacks 
against civilians by military 
means within three to five 
weeks if they are pursued,” by 
Belgrade forces, he told ZDF 
television late Tuesday. 

"Nobody has the right to 
shell civilian populations using 
tanks and artillery." 


‘Basque guerrillas plan conditional truce’ 


MADRID (R) — The Basque 
separatist guerrilla group ETA is 
preparing to declare a condi- 
tional mice within the next few 
days, a Spanish newspaper 
reported on Wednesday. 

An ETA. ceasefire would fol- 
low weeks of speculation by 
Basque politicians that the 
region's separatist conflict is 
nearing an end. 

The daily El Mundo cited 
Interior Ministry sources as the 
basis for its report but a ministry 
spokesman refused to com- 
ment 

'We have nothing to say 
about this. I refer you to the 
comments by the minister 
paime Mayor Oreja] a few 
weeks ago that it would be a 
“fake truce'.” the spokesman 
told Reuters. 


The newspaper said the truce 
was expected to be declared 
before the official start on Oct 9 
of the regional electoral cam- 
paign. 

The central government has 
taken a strong stance and 
refused any' negotiations with 
ETA. until the separatist group 
lays down its arms and 
renounces violence. 

The moderate nationalist gov- 
ernment in the Basque country 
has called on ETA. to give up 
violence but has not made this a 
condition for peace talks. 

Over the weekend nationalist 
parties in the Basque region 
signed a declaration modelled 
on Northern Ireland's peace 
agreement, calling for multilat- 
eral peace talks with ETA. 

Prime Minister Jose Maria 


Aznar on Monday poured cold 
water on the declaration, saying 
it was a “mockery" aimed at 
sowing confusion and false 
hopes before October 25 elec- 
tions in the Basque country. 

"I reject it expressly and for- 
mally." Aznar said during a visit 
to Colombia 

Although speculation has 
been rife in Spanish media of an 
imminent: peace treaty, ETA has 
made no comment on the 


prospect 

After the Northern Ireland 
peace agreement was forged 
earlier this year the separatist 
group said it was “ready to 
leam" from the peace process. 

Several days later it lolled two 
more people affiliated with the 
centre-right Ripular Party gov- 
ernment 



NEW ROCKET LIFTS OFF: The 110th European Ariane rocket takes off From the 
launch pad early Wednesday from the Kourou space center in French Guiana. The 
rocket placed a U.S. telecommunications PAS-7 satellite in orbit over the Indian 
Ocean (Reuters photo) 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, September 17 - 18, 1998 


sary to stop [Serbian] military 
action or to boost the diplo- 
matic process, NATO stands 
fully ready." 

NATO last week completed 
military planning for possible 
intervention in Kosovo. The 
most plausible option is that of 
limited air strikes by 

Tomahawk cruise missiles. 

Twenty-five targets in 

Kosovo and the rest of Serbia 
have already been identified 
by the U.S. array. 

But there are doubts about 
the political will of the allies to 
resort to force. 

Such an option which could 
face Russian objections as well 
as possibly bolstering 
demands for Kosovo to be 
made independent — which 
the West has so far refused to 



of former 


Carlos 


ally 


COCA GROWERS DEMONSTRATE IN LA PAZ: Coca leaf farmers block a street Tuesday in La Paz during a 
march which paralysed traffic for several hours. Coca farmers have been demonstrating in the Bolivian capital 
for 13 days against the government’s drug programme to eradicate coca Gelds in the El C ha pare central region. 
Coca leaves are used to produce cocaine (AFP photo) 


Clinton, Havel meet in midst of scandal 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Under fire for his affair with 
Monica Lewinsky, President 
Bill Clinton on Wednesday 
won a warm endorsement 
from Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, one of the moral bea- 
cons of Eastern Europe's liber- 
ation from Communism. 

HaveL the revered former 
playwright who led the “velvet 
revolution” that toppled 
Czechoslovakia's Communist 
government without violence 
in 1989, met Clinton in die 
midst of a drama as strange as 
anything he ever dreamed up 
for die stage. 

Clinton and Havel's White 
House talks were expected to 
focus on the Czech Republic's 
accession to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation next year, 
a milestone that will seal its 
integration into the West after 
decades of Soviet domination. 

But the main topic of conver- 
sation in Washington was not 
global security, but domestic 
politics and whether Clinton 
will face impeachment hear- 
ings over his affair with the for- 
mer White House intern and 
his efforts to conceal it 


HaveL whose hve-and-let- 
live country is somewhat 
bemused by the attention 
devoted to die Lewinsky affair 
and the fact that Clinton's pri- 
vate behaviour has become so 
graphically public, went out of 
his way to praise Clinton. 

*1 am delighted to have 
arrived in this large, diverse 
and interesting land,” HaveL 
speaking in laboured, short 
breaths, said at a White House 
welcome ceremony. “I am also 
pleased to affirm in front of 
everybody that my wife and I 
consider you, Mr. President, 
and the first lady, as our great 
friends.” 

HaveL who nearly died from 
complications following 
surgery to remove a colostomy 
bag in late July, also thanked 
Clinton warmly for his push to 
extend die Western security 
alliance to include Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic. 

For fas pan, Clinton paid 
homage to the Czech president 
for his unwavering opposition 
to Communism, which 
brought him years in prison as 
he fought Czechoslovakia's 


Soviet-backed rulers. 

“‘Your remarkable life 
embodies a great lesson: that 
people who love their country 
can change it, even against 
tremendous odds." Clinton 
said. “Thai words can be pow- 
erful instruments of change 
and that together, words and 
deeds, can be the pillars of free- 
dom.” 

Clinton's words and deeds 
are under the harshest scrutiny 
in Congress, which is studying 
independent counsel Kenneth 
Stair's 445-page report on his 
affair with Lewinsky and 
which alleges that he commit- 
ted 11 potentially impeachable 
offences. 

The top legislators in 
Clinton's own Democratic 
party — Senate Minority 
Leader Tom Daschle of South 
Dakota and House Minority 
Leader Dick Gephardt of 
Missouri — this week urged 
the president to abandon his 
narrow legal defence that he 
did not commit peajiuy when 
asked about the affair under 
oath. 

Clinton insists be told the 
truth when be denied a sexual 


relationship with Lewinsky 
based on the legal argument 
that that and similar terms refer 
to intercourse, not oral sex. 

His lawyers deny that he 
committed any impeachable 
acts. 

In an effort to limit media 
access to Clinton on 
Wednesday, the White House 
barred reporters from a photo 
session at the start of his meet- 
ing with Havel and said it 
would restrict the number of 
questions at a news conference 
afterwards. 

Meanwhile, the Republicans 
who control Congress are 
pushing to release videotape of 
Clinton's Aug. 17 grand jury 
testimony in which be first 
admitted to an improper, sexu- 
al relationship with Lewinsky. 

Their hope is that if 
Americans see Clinton’s 
denials on television, they .wjll 
cease * to, support him. 
According, to a New. ..York 
Times/CBS poll published 
Wednesday, while 66 per cent 
of Americans said Clinton did 
not share their moral standards, 
a steady 62 per cent approved 
of the job he is doing. 


VIENNA (R) — Austria said 
on Wednesday it bad formally 
requested tite extradition from 
France of a frroter ally of 
guerrilla mastermind Caries 
tire Jackal for his part in the 
1975 kidnapping of OPEC 
ministers in Vienna. • 

>f spokesman for the Vienna 
C riminal Court said it had 
asked France to hqnd over 
German national Hans- 
Joachim Klein, 50, who was 
arrested last week in northern 
France where be had been liv- 
ing under an assumed name: 

The request was made at the 
weekend, the spokesman said. 

“The extradition request 
was made in connection with 
the OPEC attack,” he- sad 
without specifying the 
charges. 

Germany on Tuesday 
so ugh t the extradition of 
Klein, who is wanted in 
Germany for three counts of 
murder and kidnapping in 
connection with the 1975 
attack in Vienna. 

The kidnapping, in which 
two security guards and a del- 
egation member were killed, 
was Carlos’s most notorious 
attack. Klein suffered a serious 
stomach wound, but was treat- 
ed and allowed to fry to 
Algiers with Carlos, his other 
accomplices and their 
hostages. 

Investigators say they lost 
trade of him after that, birt that 
they believed be had taken 
refiige in Libya. 

It was die only guerrilla 
attack Klein ever lock part in. 

Two years later he 
announced. , he. had become 
foghtened\by Cados’s rutb- 
lessness. j^e defected from the 
guerrilla group ani ’in a ih> 
made parting gesture, sent his 
pistol to Germany’s Der 
Spiegel magazine along with 
details of other planned assas- 
sinations. 


Museveni says Uganda troops to stay in Congo 


KAMPALA (R» — Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni 
said Wednesday his troops 
would stay in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to 
ensure Ugandan security and 
prevent the threat of genocide. 

But Museveni speaking to 
members of parliament and 
diplomats in the Ugandan capi- 
tal stopped shot of saying 
Ugandan troops were fighting 
alongside rebels who rose up 
against President Laurent 
Kabila on August 1 

“We are in the Congo primar- 
ily for our security.” Museveni 
said "We have not taken part in 
the Congo crisis — yet. We are 
just watching. If we do go in it 
will be because the region has 
failed to solve our security con- 
cerns." 

“Our involvement in the 
Congo indirectly last year and a 
bit more directly now is a result 
of our security concerns and the 
risk of rebels inthe area... that is 
why our army should stay in 


the Congo until there is a 
regionally agreed modus viven- 
di on how to live together," he 
said 

It was the first time Museveni 
had publicly admitted Ugandan 
involvement in Congo. Kabila 
accuses Rwanda and Uganda 
of supporting the rebels. 
Rwanda denies it has troops in 
Congo. 

State media have reported 
Museveni's acknowledgement 
to MPs that Uganda held sever- 
al air bases in the east of the 


country. 

Since last year the country 
has deployed two battalions in 
the Congo to fight Ugandan 
Allied Democratic Forces 
rebels. 

The Ugandan government 
faces two separate rebel move- 
ments. 

The Lord’s Resistance Army 
has opposed Museveni for over 
a decade, while two years ago 
the ADF sprung up in the west 
of the country using bases on 


the western side of the 
Ruwenzori mountains in east- 
ern Congo. 

Museveni said Ugandan 
involvement in the war that 
ousted Mobutu Sese Seko and 
brought Kabila in May 1997 to 
power stemmed from the need 
to avert the possibility of geno- 
cide. 

Mobutu’s government 
refused to recognise as citizens 
ethnic Tutsi Banyamulenges in 
the east' of the country and 
sponsored a wave of persecu- 
tion against them prior to 
Kabila's revolt. 

Museveni said that persecu- 
tion. linked to Hutu extremists 
residing in Zaire, threatened to 
become a genocide. 

Hutu extremists linked to the 
former government slaughtered 
an estimated 800,000 Tutsis 
and thousands of moderate 
Hutus in Rwanda in 1994. 

‘The genocide in Rwanda 
was because regional leaders 
waited for the international 


community to move.” 
Museveni said. 

“There was a genocide pend- 
ing in eastern Congo. Mobutu 
was about to move against the 
Banyamulenge. This provoked 
the conflict between Rwanda 
and Zaire and we supported 
Rwanda materially to defend 
itself against these barbaric 
forces," he said. 

States should remain sover- 
eign, but the threat of genocide 
was a higher priority than 
national sovereignty, Museveni 
said. 

Aid workers and witnesses 
accused Kabila's forces of 
working with the Rwandan 
army during the war against 
Mobutu to massacre ethnic 
Hutus. 

A U.N. report later said there 
was evidence of the killings. 

Museveni matte oblique ref- 
erence to accusations that he 
was planning to institute an 
empire of the Tutsi-Ba Hiirta 
ethnic group spanning Burundi 


and Rwanda, both of which 
have Tutsi-ckxmnated armies, 
and eastern Congo using the 
Banyamulenge. 

“What is wrong with having 
empires.” said Museveni, 
famed in Uganda for peppering 
his speeches with riddles and 
humour 

“Forme. I am very interested 
in this empire building. In the 
past empires were built by con- 
quest Now we should unite 
people by discussion not con- 
flict.” he said. 

Uganda helped the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF), theTlitsi- 
led army that invaded President 
Juvenal Habyarimana's 
Rwanda in October 1990 and 
finally came to power to end 
the genocide in July 1994. 

Many RPF members — 
including Rwandan vice-pesi- 
ctent and defence minister Paul 
Kagame — had earlier served 
with the rebel movement that 
installed Museveni as presi- 
dent. 


Albania’s 


defies government to arrest him 


TIRANA (R) — Defiant Albanian 
opposition leader Sali Berisha on 
Wednesday denounced government 
plans to prosecute him and his follow- 
ers as coup plotters and called a 
national day of protest for Friday. 

The former Albanian president led a 
peaceful march of several thousand 
supporters through the streets of 
Tirana, where seven people have been 
killed and another 76 wounded in 
politically-inspired street violence 
since Sunday. 

Albania’s parliament met to consider 
lifting Berisha’s immunity from prose- 
cution but no decision was reached 
and observers said it would be the 
weekend, at Jeasl before any Final vote 
was taken. 

“This is an act of madness and real 
national betrayal which shows the 
determination of [Prime Minister] 
Fatos Nano to destroy the opposition 
and the whole of Albania,” Berisha 
told reporters at his Democratic Party 
headquarters. 

Berisha was referring to the Nano 
government's plan, announced on 


Tuesday, to prosecute the plotters of an 
alleged coup that plunged the capital 
into chaos on Sunday and Monday. 

He rejected the charge that he had 
attempted to gain control of the coun- 
try through violent, extra-constitution- 
al means and accused the ruling 
Socialist Party of murdering 
Democratic Party stalwart Azem 
Hajdari at the weekend. 

That murder, the former President 
said, brought angry people into the 
streets. The protesters were then fired 
upon by government forces during 
Hajdari's funeral on Monday. 

As for losing his immunity and fac- 
ing arrest Berisha seemed to dare 
Nano and the Socialists to do their 
worst 

“I am ready to continue my battle in 
every position," he told reporters, hint- 
ing at rhe possibility of his arrest “J do 
not want to preserve any immunity for 
myself in this stale without laws.” 

Bensha spoke to supporters from the 
balcony of his party headquarters and 
called (or Democr ats throughout 
Albania to come to Tirana on Friday 


for a national day of protest 
Friday marks the first anniversary of 
the wounding of Azem Hajdari, the 
same man shot dead at the weekend, 
by a Socialist lawmaker in a corridor 
of the parliament building. 

The planned protest. the next obvi- 
ous flashpoint in Albania's current cri- 
sis, will reveal Berisha's ability to 
mobilise his followers and could prove 
a severe test of government restraint 
The Nano government appeared in 
firm control of Tirana on Wednesday, 
having faced down armed supporters 
of Berisha who had been guarding the 
Democratic Party building with 
Kalashnikovs and two tanks taken 
from army troops on Monday. 

Both tanks were surrendered without 
a fight late on Tuesday and Berisha’s 
gunmen hod melted away from the 
headquarters building before a dawn 
deadline laid down by Nano. 

Under Albanian law, the charge of 
armed uprising carries a sentence of 
life imprisonment or even the ri^nth 
penalty. 

Nano, addressing parliament late on 


Tuesday after Monday's unrest during 
which armed men looted his office and 
residence, said the government was 
determined to crush any attempt to 
destabilise the country. 

The Socialist prime minister put the 
blame for Monday's violence squarely 
on Berisha, calling him the “chief 
0T S an i s er of a coup d'etat”, and 
ordered the interior ministry to help 
prosecutors bring to justice all those 
involved. 

The EU, OSCE and WEU have con- 
demned the violence in die Balkan 
state and called upon “all political 
forces to support President [Rexhep] . 
Meidani in his efforts to queU the cri- 
sis." 

Herbert Grubmayr, who waked 
alongside former Austrian Chancellor 
Franz Vramtzky during his mission to 
Albania during the widespread civil 
unrest here in 1997, was due to .arrive 
in Tirana on Wednesday. 

The European Union has appointed 
Grubmayr special envoy to Albania 
charged with promoting political dra- 
logue and ending the current unre st 
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Anti-U.S. 
protests 
mark 

anniversary 
of Philippine 
bases 
rejection 

MANILA (AF) — Leftist 
demonstrators mark e d 
Wednesday’s anniversary of 
die rejection of UJS. military 
bases seven years ago by 
protesting a proposal to allow 
U S- war exercises in the 
Philippines. 

Hundreds of rain-drenched 
protesters gathered at the UdS. 
Embassy to protest the pro- 
posed Visiting Forces 
Agreement 

Protest leaders said 
President Clinton’s own 
deceptions about his relation- 
ship with Monica Lewinsky 
show , that the US. govern- 
ment cannot be trusted. One 
demonstrator wearing a 
Monica Lewinsky mask used 
agiant pair of scissors Co cue a 
neck missile being held at die 
groin by another protester 
wearing a Clinton mask and 
an Uncle Sam hat 
The embassy, where police 
have tightene d security since 
the bombings of die American 
embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania, has been die site of 
almost daily protests against 
the proposed agreement since 
last week. 

On Friday, police scuffled 
with members of the left- 
wing League of Filipino 
Students, who tried to throw 
plastic bags filled with red 
paint at the U.S. government 
emblem at die embassy’s 
gate. 

Heavy rains cBd little to stop 
Wednesday’s. peaceful 
protests, which drew hun- 
dreds of demonstrators from 
nearby provinces. Police 
Hocked . two. groups of 
demonstrates totalling about 
5,000 who attempted to 
march to the Malacanang 
presidential palace later in the 
afternoon. 

The demonstrators held 
separate rallies denouncing 
tee agreement and President 
Joseph Estrada’s support for 
it 

They occupied a major 
intersection and tied up traffic 
for about a kilometre around 
the palace, but dispersed with- 
out incident. Thousands 
joined similar rallies in 13 
other cities around the coun- 
ty 

Estrada was one of the sen- 
ators in 1991 who voted 
against a treaty that would 
have extended foe lease on foe 
last U.S. military base in the 
Philippines, at Sufac Bay. A 
year later; the Americans left 
Subic, ending nearly a centu- 
ry of U.S. military presence in 
this fonmer American colony. 

Estrada says be vexed 
against foe treaty seven years 
ago to uphold Philippine sov- 
ereignty but is now support- 
ing foe agreement and closer 
security ties with foe United 
States to ensure foe country's 
security. 

The VFA, which was 
signed in January by senior 
officials but still must be 
approved by the Philippine 
Senate, would provide legal 
protection to U.S. soldiers on 
duty in the Philippines. 



An Indonesian woman Wednesday cooks a cat in a pot by a railway track where she 
lives with her family in one of Jakarta’s slum areas. Prices of essential goods soared 
with the country’s economic crisis, leaving some 17.X million familes facing food 
shortages nationwide (AFP photo) 

Suharto probe team 
assembled, riots spread 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
announced on Wednesday it 
would investigate the wealth of 
framer president Suharto as 
protests and rioting spread 
throughout foe increasingly 
impoverished country of 200 
million people. 

“The government has set up 
a team to probe Suharto's per- 
sonal wealth and the wealth of 
those linked to him,” Attorney 
General Muhammad Ghalih 
told reporters. 

The investigation will be 
headed by Ghalib who last 
week told reporters that as a 
former president, Suhano 
could not have been lying 
when he denied squirreling 
away a fortune in overseas 
banks. 

Some estimates say that 
Suhano arid his family 
amassed up to $30 billion dur- 
ing his 32-year autocratic rule 
which came bo an abrupt end in 
May amid economic collapse 
and violent protest 

Suharto has been mostly out 
of foe puttee eye since his 
downfall on May 21 but just 
over a week ago made a rare 
appearance on a television sta- 
tion — partly-owned by his 
daughter — to deny accusa- 
tions he had stashed a fortune 
overseas. 

‘The people want a clarifica- 
tion of this matter and so does 
S uhan o, ” said Ghalib. chief 
military prosecutor during for- 
mer general Suharto's rule. 

Aus trian newspapers say a 
$7 billion increase in bank 
deposits there in the first quar- 


ter of 1998 could be partly due 
to the Suharto family moving 
wealth out of Indonesia. 

Seveibl of his relatives and 
closest associates have already 
been questioned by Jakarta 
police, though no charges have 
yet been made. 

The Suharto family built up 
huge business empires that 
have long dominated the 
Indonesian economy, though 
Suharto always denied accusa- 
tions of nepotism and corrup- 
tion. 

However; since his downfall 
government departments have 
cancelled several contracts 
with companies linked to 
Suharto’s family, saying graft 
had been involved. 

"Corruption. collusion, 
nepotism" — known locally 
by its Indonesian acronym of 
KKN — has become the rally- 
ing call of an growing number 
of protests around foe country 
over surging prices of basic 
commodities. 

Rice prices have risen three- 
fold in foe past year, putting the 
staple increasingly out of the 
reach of ordinary Indonesians 
as foe country's economic cri- 
sis throws milli ons into a life of 
abject poverty. 

lndukry officials say foal 
though there is enough rice in 
the country, a poor infrastruc- 
ture, speculators and graft have 
hampered supplies and 
increased prices. 

In the latest violence, a mob 
of 900 people in foe island of 
Sumatra went on the rampage 
after a road accident involving 


an etimic-Chinese and an 
indigenous Indonesian. 

Police said 400 houses were 
set on fire in the town of 
Bagansiapi-api, on the eastern 
coast of Sumatra some 1,100 
km northwest of Jakarta. 

Ethnic-Chinese Indonesians, 
the country’s most successful 
minority group, have been the 
frequent target of attacks 
around the country. 

In a protest in Jakarta, ar least 
200 supporters of opposition 
leader Megawati Sukamoputra 
were stopped by police from 
marching to parliament 

Last week, students staged a 
series of protests against 
President BJ. Habibie, calling 
for him to step down if he did 
not solve the problem of inflar 
tion. 

Indonesia, feeing its worst 
economic crisis for 30 years, 
has been pledged $47.4 billion 
in an international package to 
help it boric on what is likely to 
be a long road to recovery. 

The Indonesian rupiah has 
fallen sottk 80 percent against 
foe dollar, while inflation is 
running at around 70 percent. 

Most of the country’s listed 
companies are technically 
bankrupt and analysis said foe 
economic crisis is certain to 
deteriorate as firms close and 
millions more lose their jobs. 

President BJ. Habibie, bare- 
ly three months in office and 
with little obvious public sup- 
port, has appealed for patience 
and foe military has warned 
that it will start to get tough 
with protesters. 
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Cambodian opposition to attend 
parliament, rules out coalition 


SEEM REAP (AFP) — 
Cambodian opposition leader 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
announced Wednesday his 
party will not boycott foe new 
parliament, but ruled out form- 
ing a coalition with his bitter 
rival Hun Sol 

“We have the honour but not 
foe pleasure to sell you that after 
listening to foe king we have 
agreed to attend foe National 
Assembly," FUNCINPEC 
leader Prince Ranariddh told 
reporters following a meeting 
xvith his father. King Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

But signalling that the coun- 
try's political deadlock was far 
from over, he said a coalition 
govemirem with Hun Sen’s 
ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party was “still a very, very 
long way away.” 

“His majesty the king 
advised us that foe best way is 
to attend foe session of the new 
National Assembly and we 
agree with thaL” he said. ‘The 
formation of a government was 
not discussed.” 

Prince Ranariddh said his 
reluctant and partial climb- 
down had been “to stop foe 
bloodshed of the Cambodian 


people," referring to weeks of 
unrest and clashes in foe capital 
Phnom Penh. 

At least three people were 
lolled and several others seri- 
ously injured in dashes 
between riot police and gov- 
ernment supporters on one ride 
and opposition demonstrators 
on foe other: 

The crackdown followed 
two weeks of escalating 
protests against Hun Sen and a 
grenade attack chi foe strong- 
man’s unoccupied Phnom 
Penh residence which he 
blamed cn protest leadera. 

“We are now entering into a 
new pace of negotiations 
which are fresh and not con- 
frontational," Prince Ranariddh 
said at the end of hours of talks 
between the king and 13 
FUNCINPEC officials in this 
historic northern town. 

In the past the prince threat- 
ened to boycott foe parliamen- 
tary opening session — sched- 
uled for Sept. 24 — alleging 
Hun Sen’s CPP had won foe 
July 26 elections through fraud 
and intimidation. 

The CPP won a majority of 
foe 122-seat assembly but not 
the two-thirds needed to gov- 


ern alone. 

While the agreement not to 
boycott the National Assembly 
avals one constitutional crisis, 
another stumbling block looms 
with foe opposition still turning 
down offers to form a coalition 
with Hun Sen and leaving the 
country facing a future without 
agovonmenL 

Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh were co-premiers in 
(he last government which 
emerged from the UN-spon- 
sored polls in 1993. But die 
prince was toppled when Hun 
Sen ousted him amid bloody 
fighting in July 1997. 

The parties of Prince 
Ranariddh and fellow opposi- 
tion leader Sara Rainsy refused 
to accept foe result of the latest 
election — judged “free, fair 
and credible” by international 
observers — and have accused 
Hun Sen of fraud 

The opposition still maintain 
two technical demands — the 
reconciliation of ballot papers 
and a new fonnula on seat allo- 
cation to boost foeir number of 
MPs. 

A statement from Sam 
Rainsy ’s self-named party said 
he would fly to Siem Reap to 


meet foe monarch on Thursday 
while FUNCINPEC officials 
hoe said Sam Rainsy was 
expected to follow his current 
political allies. 

Sam Rainsy has been holed 
up in foe United Nations 
Secretary General's 

Representative office in the 
centre of Phnom Penh since 
seeking refuge on September 7 
after the grenade attack. 

“Ir is die informed opinion of 
the Sam Rainsy Party that 
Rainsy would be at grave risk if 
he were to leave the office for 
any reason other than a meet- 
ing with the king,” foe state- 
ment said 

He had slept on a sofa in the 
UN office for the last nine days 
and was accompanied by UN 
officials even for trips to the toi- 
let, located just three paces 
from the office. 

It said he would remain 
under UN protection fry the 
flight to Siem Reap. 

Following the separate talks 
xvith King Sihanouk, the rival 
sides have pledged to hold a 
multi-party summit under the 
king's auspices before the 
scheduled convening of the 
National Assembly. 


Crackdown in Malaysia 
feared as more Anwar 
associates arrested 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysian police moves to 
arrest acquaintances of ousted 
deputy premier Anwar Inbahim 
are part of a government cam- 
paign of fear and an “omen” of 
mere to come, a human rights 
group warned "Wednesday. 

Opposition leader Lim Kit 
Siang warned separately of 
mass detentions under the dra- 
conian In ternal Security Act 
(ISA) following the arrests of 
mere associates of Anwar. 

‘The arrests, in light of the 
current tense political situation 
in Malaysia, [are) not only an 
opportunistic attempt by tbe 
government to create fear but 
they are also politically motivat- 
ed,” the rights group Suara 
Rakyat Malaysia (Suaram) said. 

Suaram noted that unhke the 
earlier arrests of Anwar's adopt- 
ed brother and a private secre- 
tary, the latest arrest of a 
Pakistani publisher was under 
the ISA 

The recent endeavours by 
the police and foe use of foe ISA 
is an omen that more wide- 
spread arrests will follow” a 
statement said. 

“Suaram fears that more peo- 
ple will be arrested under foe 
ISA — an act which conve- 
niently allows for detention 
without trial" it added, noting 
that the act also legitimised 
“gross violations of human 
rights." 

Anwar himself said 

Wednesday be expected to be 
detained after tbe 

Commonwealth Games, accus- 
ing Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad of trying to “harass” 
him by arresting his friends, 
staff and family members. 

Asked if he expected to be 
picked up, Anwar told the BBC: 
“The idea is to wait until the 
Queen of England leaves Kuala 
Lumpur at the end of foe 
games.” 

Queen Elizabeth 0 is due to 


take part in the closing cere- 
monies for foe Commonwealth 
Gaines in the Malaysian capital 
on Monday. 

Anwar says the allegations 
against him — ranging from 
sexual impropriety, bribery and 
jeopardising national security to 
interfering xvith police investi- 
gations, abuse of power and 
sedition — are part of a high- 
level conspiracy. 

“These are very serious alle- 
gations indeed and they could 
not have happened without the 
approval of foe highest authori- 
ties in the land. 

‘That could only prove my 
earlier assertion that there is a 
high-level political conspiracy 
against me and that the allega- 
tions are a series of fabrica- 
tions,” he told the BBC 

Anwar said his supporters 
had been contacted by prosti- 
tutes who said they had been 
threatened with detention if they 
did not give evidence against 
him. 

Police may press charges 
against Anwar for holding pub- 
lic gatherings without permis- 
sion, newspapers reported 
Wednesday. 

Police Inspector General 
Rahim Noor was quoted as say- 
ing that Anwar’s gatherings 
since his dismissal two weeks 
earte had contravened the law. 

‘Being a former cabinet min- 
isto; he should know better than 
to set a bad example. We will 
take legal action against him if 
he flouts the law," be said. 

Rahim also told reporters to 
“be patient” when they asked if 
Anwar would be arrested in 
connection xvith various allega- 
tions against him. 

He confirmed the detention 
under the ISA of the Pakistani 
acquaintance of Anwar, identi- 
fied as Munawar Anees, the edi- 
tor of a defunct English-lan- 
guage quarterly covering 
Islamic affairs. 


U S. says North Korean rocket 
got close to Alaska — report 


Tokyo (afp> — ub. offi- 

dals have told Japan that part of 
a rocket-launched by North 
Korea on Aug: 31 travelled 
about 6,000 kDometres and 
leaded dose to Alaska in tie 

UnttAfi Chdac mMU (sfeViSlOQ 


said Wednesday. 

Japan Broadcasting Crap. 
(NHK) said, foe final part of the 
te-aage rocket appeared to 
have fallen in foe Racific off foe 
U.S. state. The rocket overflew 


Nanh Korea. 

The- United States initially 
suspected foe launch was a rest- 
oring of tiie radium- range bal- 
5aic missile Thepo-dong 1 but 
rias week said it believed North 


revolutionary hymns in praise 
of its supreme lekier Kim Jong- 
Hand his lore father, the “eternal 
president” Kim H-Sung. 

NHK said the U.S. side told 
Japan’s defence agency of its 
latest estimate on the rocket tra- 
jectory after comprehensive 
analysis of data from a UB. sur- 
veillance satellite and Japan’s 
Aegis escort vesseL 

The path was four times 
longer titan the 1,500 kilome- 
Bgs originally estimated by 


TIk third stage was topped 
with a satelli te which was likely 
to have burned up in the atmos- 
phere, the television network 


satellite in orbit 
North Korea says tiie satellite 


is carding the Earth transmitting 


No imr ry^^ confinrutfioa 

was available from the Japanese 
defence agency. 

“We do not have such infor- 
mation," an agency spokesman 


said of foe NHK report, adding 
he “cannot rule out foe possibil- 
ity" that top-level officials had 
received information. 

Japan and foe United Stares 
will reportedly issue a joint 
statement expressing concern 
over North Korea's rocket 
launch after ministerial-level 
security talks in New Yodc on 
Saturday. 

The statement will say tire 
rodiet launch greatly affects the 
peace and stability of Northeast 
Asia, Kyodo News agency 
quoted Japanese government 
sources as saying. 

The U.S. Department of 
Defense said Noth Korea’s 
launch of a force-stage missile 
for the first time and unprece- 
dented use of solid fuel in the 
thir d was a “distressing" 
sign that it was closer to inter- 
continental range. 


Japan to build space shuttle 
landing strip on Pacific atoll 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
plans to build a landing strip 
and flight facilities for its 
HOPE-X space shuttle on a 
tiny atoll in tire Pacific island 
nation of Kiribati, an official 
said Wednesday. 

“We are finalising negotia- 
tions with the Kiribati govern- 
ment over foe project," said 
Hironobu Takada of the 
National Space Development 
Agency of Japan (NASDA). 

“Both sides have basically 
agreed to go ahead with tbe 
project. We hope xve can sign 
tire contract by foe end of 
December." 

The spaceport on the atoll of 
Kiritimati would be Japan's 
first overseas facility for space 
development and allow it to 
join the United States and 
Russia in a select dub of 
nations with space shuttle tech- 


nology. 

The landing strip and facili- 
ties will be built on a 200- 
square-kilometie uninhabited 
peninsula on the mid- Pacific 
island, which would be loaned 
to the agency for free over a 
20-year period. 

It would serve as a landing 
field for HOPE-X, Japan’s test 
space shuttle currently under 
development, and HOPE-X- 
A, its first unmanned space 
shuttle, scheduled id be 
launched in 2003, Takada told 
AFP. 

■‘We chose Christinas Island 
[Kiritimati] because of its geo- 
graphic and climatic advan- 
tages,” he said. ’We had other 
candidates, including Cook 
Islands and Polynesian islands, 
but our choice was Christmas 
Island” 

The agency also considered 


areas in Japan for the landing 
field but they were ruled out 
because of overcrowded air- 
space. 

"Also if we built the landing 
strip in Japan, space shuttles 
would have to fly over China 
and foe Korean P eninsula to 
land" be said 

Tbe agency expects to 
rebuild a two-kilometre run- 
way built by Britain timing foe 
1 950s as part of its nuclear test 
programme. Britain and the 
United States conducted 
nuclear tests CKI tile island 
between 1956 and 1963. 

“We plan to make use of the 
runway and newly construct 
facilities related to the project 
just next to the strip,” Takada 
said 

The agency hopes to start 
building basic infrastructure as 
early as next March. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘ Pakistan won’t sign treaty under sanctions' 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz said on 
Wednesday drat Pakistan would not sign foe Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) while under economic sanctions tor 
conducting nuclear weapons tests in May. He made the com- 
ments as Pakistan began formal negotiations with a team from 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on resuming a sus- 
pended $1.56 billion structural adjustment loan and a possible 
new balance of payments support package. Speaking to parlia- 
ment, Aziz said foe economic sanctions were “unwarranted 
and unjustified" and demanded that they be lifted immediate- 
ly. Hie joint sitting of tile national assembly and senate was 
called s pecifi cally to discuss whether or not Pakistan should 
sign the CTBT to have the economic sanctions lifted But Aziz 
insisted that Pakistan would not sign the treaty under the threat 
of the economic sanctions, which the government says may 
force the country to declare a moratorium on its $30 billion 
dfebt unless hard cash flows are restored 

‘India, Pakistan exaggerated tests’ 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Both India and Pakistan exaggerat- 
ed the size and mimber of nuclear weapons they detonated in 
separate tests earlier this year, the Los Angeles Times reported 
Wednesday. Quoting tbe findings erf an independent study, the 
newspaper reported that tbe two South Asian rivals overstated 
the power of their atomic bombs by a factor of four. Two of foe 
nuclear tests India claimed may not have taken place at all and 
only two of the explosions Pakistan announced actually 
involved atomic bombs, the Times reported “This is quite 
clearly a case where governments tested for apolitical reason 
rather than scientific reasons, so we have to be suspicious of 
what they say,” said Terry. Wallace of the University of 
Arizona, an expert on the use of seismology to analyse nuclear 
explosions. Wallace’s study was published Wednesday in 
Seismologica! Research Letters. His work, believed to be the 
fiist independent scientific accounting of foe tests, was based 
on seismic shock waves released by foe explosions. 

U.N. alarm over Cambodian detainees 

PHNOM PENH (AP) — A top U.N. human rights official 
expressed concern Wednesday over arrests, disappearances 
and discoveries of bodies in and around Cambodia’s capital 
since a recent government crackdown on opposition protesters. 
“During the past week at least two people have been killed in 
demonsbations, while foe bodies of 16 others have been found 
floating in rivers, in irrigation ditches, and in shallow graves 
around foe capital," said a written statement from Thomas 
Hammaibeig. The two-page statement from Hamroarbeig, the 
United Nations special representative for human rights in 
Cambodia, said many of the bodies had signs of torture or other 
violence, including bullet wounds and strangulation marks. 
“Several of the bodies had foeir hands tied behind their backs 
and were gagged and blindfolded,” he said. While the UJM.’s 
human rights office in the capital had examined just four bod- 
ies, it had detailed descriptions from multiple witnesses of 12 
others, including three women and two people in the clothing 
of Buddhist monks, Hammarberg wrote. 

‘Spies arrested at Dalai Lama's compound’ 

CHANDIGARH (AP) — Two men believed to be Chinese 
spies who had detailed information on the Dalai Lama's secu- 
rity arrangements have been arrested at the seat of the Tibetan 
leader’s govemment-in-exiie in northern India, police said 
Wednesday. The men, identified only by their first names as 
ChomphiL 29, and Migraar, 30, were arrested late on Tuesday 
with maps, sketches and other documents related to the multi- 
layered security ring thrown around the Dalai Lama by Indian 
forces. Superintendent of Police K.C. Sadyal said by telephone 
from Kangra town in northern Himachal Pradesh state. In 
Beijing, the Chinese Foreign Ministry had no immediate com- 
ment on die arrests. Sadyal said Choraphil had sketches of an 
area closed to tourists and pilgrims where the Dalai Laraa lives. 

Powerful typhoon kills two in Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — A powerful typhoon pocking fierce winds 
and heavy rain struck Japan Wednesday, killing two people, 
injuring 16, tearing down bridges and triggering many land- 
slides, officials said. Typhoon Stella, the first of the season to 
hit foe Japanese archipelago, readied the main island of 
Honshu early in the day and moved northeast at 43 kilometres 
an hour, tbe meteorological agency said The National Police 
Agency said at least 1 6 people were injured in Tokyo and five 
other prefectures and 1,690 houses were flooded due to tbe 
heavy rain. The storm washed away two bridges and caused 75 
landslides, police said Tbs typhoon brought heavy rains in 
Tokyo and Japan's central region, with winds erf up to 10S kilo- 
metres an hour, the meteorological agency said Police in the 
central prefecture of Shizuoka, where foe typhoon made land- 
fell, said two people were injured after being hit by a high 
wave. Most other injuries were blamed on broken glass. 
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Why Aqaba? 


MORE THAN eight years after the Gulf 
war and six years after Jordan restored its 
relations with Washington and London, 
the burdensome inspection regime 
imposed on Aqaba port continues. This 
arrangement is costing Jordan millions of 
dinars. Lloyds of London is still paid 
unnecessary fees for monitoring shipping 
lines into Aqaba for unfounded fear that 
contraband goods could be en route to 
Iraq through the port The continued 
reliance on a foreign organisation to keep 
tabs on the Jordanian port suggests that 
there is still au element of mistrust on the 
part of the U.S. and the U.K. of Jordan’s 
ability and determination to comply fully 
with relevant U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions that pertain to Iraq. It must be 
very clear to everybody that Jordan has 
the know-how and the political will to 
enforce the sanctions on Iraq and that 
there are really no justifications to keep 
the Kingdom’s only outlet to the sea under 
direct surveillance any longer. 

While we recognise that the U.S. navy is 
monitoring all sealanes leading to Iraqi 
ports for possible violations of the embar- 
go, we point out that none of the ports of 
the other neighbours of Iraq, i.e., Syria, 
Iran and Tlirkey, are being monitored. 
Therefore Iraq could import whatever it 
likes through the ports of these countries 
and then across land. 

At a time U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan is suggesting a complete overhaul 
of the Western policy towards Iraq, 
including a thorough review of the sanc- 
tions imposed on it the Aqaba situation 
should be made part of this comprehen- 
sive re-evaluation. In the wake of the most 
recent stand-off between Iraq and the 
Security Council, the U.N. secretary gen- 
eral is sending new feelers to Iraq with the 
hope of defusing the tension and putting 
the council’s relations with Iraq on a new 
course. Obviously when the crippling 
sanctions on Iraq are lifted, the Aqaba sit- 
uation would be automatically solved as 
well. Since the chances of attaining an 
effective breakthrough do not appear 
imminent, we in Jordan should not be 
forced to stomach any longer the siege of 
any part of our country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek commented on Libya's deci- 
sion to cancel the Ministry of Arab Unity. The writer 
said selfishness is prevalent in the Arab World, and 
Muamraar Qadhafi took this step out of despair with 
the Arab nations, because they did not help Libya dur- 
ing the past seven year sanctions, and no Arab nation 
dared break the air embargo imposed on them. 
Consider then, said Fanek, what the Iraqi leadership 
might do. were it to follow the same course, as it 
undergoes sanctions killing hundreds of thousands of 
its children, while the Arabs are watching. “Would the 
Iraqi want to be Assyrians or Babylonians?" asked 
Fanek. 


Al Dnstour’s Jihad Momani expected that a break- 
through in the peace talks between Israel and the 
Palestinian National Authority after the murders of the 
Awadallah brothers. He said the two brothers were 
killed under circumstances which don’t need a very 
clever person to understand. Momani expected there to 
be cooperation between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, especially on the security aspect — the major 
concern for the Israeli leadership as well as the 
American administration. The Awadallah brothers 
knew more than they were supposed to, which is why 
they were killed, he claimed. Momani also said that by 
killing the two brothers, the Muhie Edein Sharif file is 
closed and there is no need for further investigations 
seeing os Imad Awadallah was accused of killing him. 
prison. But. charged the writer, there will always be a 
file open — the unanswered questions regarding the 
slayings of the Awadallah brothers: how Imad 
escaped, and how he was killed so quickly. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Better peace than ‘piece’ 


WHY DOES U.S. peace envoy Dennis Ross keep coming to 
the Middle East region every once in a while, when there 
seems to be no tangible evidence of a positive change of heart 
or of policy on part of the Israeli government vis-a-vis either 
the proposed U.S. plan regarding the 13. 1 -per cent Israeli with- 
drawal, or ihe implementation of peace agreements which 
Israel signed with the Palestinians in Oslo, Washington. Cairo, 
and Hebron (which have almost become dead history now')? 

In our part of the world, you get all kinds of theories regard- 
ing the meaning of these visits^ Some believe the visits to be 
purely, entirely and utterly routine and ceremonial- There is no 
substance to them. The bottom line, they tell you. is that the 
U.S. is not (has never been, in fact) in a position which enables 
it to play the role of the honest broker and to pressure Israel. At 
present (.as almost always), (he U.S. administration stands 
utterly helpless in the face of the Israeli government's adamant 
intransigence. At the same time, it is perceived (by itself, by the 
international community and by its allies.) as a peace partner 
and a peace patron, and is expected therefore to play a role of 
some sort So, what does it do? What should it do? Well hell 
easy; send Dennis Ross to the region. To do what? Nothing, 
just to show that America is paying lip-service to its role as a 
partner and a patron. 

Others (those keeping up with the latest juicy events) add 
another dimension to the current visit. President Clinton, they 
explain, is in deep trouble right now over the Monica 
Lewinsky affair: He wants to show — to Congress, to Starr, to 
the American people, and to the world — that he can still func- 
tion. do his job well and attend to domestic and global matters 
which need constant attention, despite the scandal. 

The more optimistic in our midst (whose number has been 
decreasing rapidly since the advent of the present Israeli gov- 
ernment') think die U.S. administration is serious about resus- 
citating Israeli-Palestinian peace. It sends Ross either when it 
feels something has come up. or when it feels it has to make 
something happen somehow. If you do not provide the 
Palestinians and Israelis with a means (i:e. Ross') through 
which they are able to communicate, no communication hap- 
pens. Besides, who says peacemaking is easy? You have to 
keep the parties concerned engaged in dialogue until some- 
thing happens. Airing some of the differences, reservations, 
and fears may result in progress, no matter how reluctant or 
slow the response is. 

There is a fourth theory, however, one which is somewhat 
disturbing — to the- Arabs and Palestinians, that is. Propagators 
of such theory tell you that Ross comes to the region not so 
much to consult with the parties concerned (and not to pressure 


the Israelis into implementing the agreements and withdraw, as 
some wishful thinking individuals in our part of the world keep 
hoping) but — surprise! — to pressure die Palestinians into 
giving more concessions. 

Though not much widespread in Arab circles, this latest the- 
ory has nonetheless been gaining strength recently. Over the 
past seven or eight months, several Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) officials, as well as several journalists and 
observers, have been stressing tins idea. I remember distinctly 
hearing a PNA official telling the Monte Carlo Radio (Arabic 
Service) a few months ago, and I am quoting him almost ver- 
batim: “Make no mistake about it. every time Dennis Ross 
comes to the region, be comes to pressure the Palestinians, not 
the Israelis. This is why we do not look forward to these vis- 
its.” * 

Along these lines, it has also been recently revealed — and 
this is perhaps what initialled the recent Ross visit — that a 
PNA official (Ahmad Qura'i) has discussed with the Israelis 
the possibility of turning 3 per cent of the 13.1 per cent Israel 
is expected to band to the Pales tinians under the still-unde- 
clared American plan into a “natural reservation." Mr. Qura’i 
hims elf confirmed this to Radio Monte Carlo a few days ago, 
but insisted that the said 3 percent will be turned into a natur- 
al reservation only for a short period of time, and not perma- 
nently. 

Permanently or not. however, the conclusion one draws from 
this latest incident is that the theory about Americans pressur- 
ing the Palestinians, or Americans expecting progress through 
Palestinian (not Israeli) concessions, seems to be gaining 
ground. 

If such theory is true, his bad news indeed Tire Palestinians 
have conceded a lot so fee By accepting the American propos- 
al of 13.1 per cent Israeli withdrawal they have compromised 
about 17 pa- cent, for the original Palestinian request was a 30- 
per cent withdrawal on part of Israel If 3 percent more is to be 
turned into a natural reservation, the concession comes to 20 
per cent How much has tire Israeli government been willing to 
compromise? At best 1 per cent 

Thus looks bad The so-cafiedArabnuurrin-tire-strBet (who is 
a peace advocate deep-down, but who is immensely fed up 
with the Israeli government’s procrastination tactics) does not 
(wifi not) stomach any more concessions on part of the 
Palestinians. 

What should the Palestinians do? Well if it is true that any 
progress in the Israeli-Palestinian talks will happen only if the 
Palestinians (and not the Israelis) change their position, and if 
it is true that the Americans are after concessions from the 


Palestinians alone, the Paiestinia^iandto ^ foe 
the so-called Arab street) are called upon tostand nm andnex 
make a single compromise. If the choice is ^between lamwiuck 
peace now a„d fofiy-fledged peace later, then let peace come 
later 

The time factor is crucial for tire Palestinians and the Arabs, 
and the majority of people would want ^ to happen now 
— but not any peace. If progress in foe talks with faaelis to be 
made at the expense of Palestinian rights (a lot of people are 

saying), let’s not accept. ^ , , .• 

Trim is a double-edged sword On the one band, the 
Palestinians (and Arabs more generally) realise that the mere 
time is wasted the more Israeli occupation of Arab land is pro- 
moted the more land is confiscated for Israeli settlement pur- 
poses, the more suffering there is for Arabs living under Israeli 
occupation, the more violence there is, the more lost opportu- 
nities, etc. 

But wasted rime is not in the interest of the Israeli govern- 
ment itself either. Whether ft likes it or not, many fin Israel 
itself, in the region, and in the world) expect it to deliver on 
peace promises and peace agreements. The fact that so far, it 
has not delivered is not to its credit. The American administra- 
tion (no matter how helpless) is not happy with the position of 
the Israeli government. Many Americans (including tradition- 
ally pro-Israeli lobbyists) are not happy with it, the Europeans 
are not happy with it Israel’s peace partners in the Middle East 
are not happy with ft. 

There is, also, a lot of pressure on the Israeli government 
right now, more so (T would say) than on the Palestinians. 
There is a great dissatisfaction in Israel itself with the Israeli 
government, and there have been increased calls for with- 
drawing the vote of confidence and calling for early elections. 
By contrast the Palestinian and Arab people, no matter how 
sincerely and speedily they want peace, understand well that 
the PNA cannot be expected to make any more compromises 
whatsoever. And there is no popular pressure on the PNA to 
make more compromises. 

Patience is a crucial factor. The Palestinian negotiators are- 
called upon right now (and this is the message from the street, 
as well as the reasonable thing to do) to play their cards right 
by clinging unto the fundamentals firmly, by sticking to their 
original yes to the American plan steadfastly, and by making 
no more concessions that harm the Palestinian image and 


Patience, patience, and more patience. If the choice is 
between peace or “piece" (as the sceptics and cynics like to call 
it), we want the former, no matter how long we have to wait 


Lagging behind 



By Riad Al Khouri 


SOME ASIAN Tigers are not growling as fiercely 
as they used to, and a few Latin American 
economies may be losing their status as superstars, 
but most of the rest of the developing world still 
seems to move ahead faster than the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA). And within our own 
region. Jordan is starting to be a laggard among 
laggards. 

Notwithstanding a few recent positive indica- 
tor, the Jordanian economy still has along way to 
go to achieve sustainable growth. As real per capi- 
ta income/GNP has fallen over the past three years, 
various problems are being exacerbated, including 
chronic unemployment and poverty. 

Lacking heavyweight foreign investment and 
aid. Jordan can no longer depend solely on big 
projects or on' foreign investment as an engine of 
growth in the medium-term. Public sector employ- 
ment is in decline as a percentage of the national 
figure, and hiring by large firms is not going to aa 
as a significant substitute. 

In this context, development of micro- and small 
enterprises (MSEs) becomes imperative. Many 
people in Jordan go into business not in order to 
maximise their return on investment, but to “buy" 
themselves a job. If this “buys employment" not 
only for the entrepreneur but also for one or more 
other persons, so much the better: Other things 
being equal if MSEs are effectively promoted, the 
ultimate goal of job creation is likely to be 
achieved. 

Increased attention has thus been paid in recent 
years to MSEs as a growing source of income and 
employment. However, they have not yet emerged 
as a major force for growth, partly because of the 
credit bottleneck which ends up keeping most of 
them tiny. 

The particular importance of financial credit for 


MSEs is gradually being recognised, but this prob- 
lem is stall in many cases being dealt with in piece- 
meal and traditional ways such as grants, subsi- 
dies. etc. What is needed is an approach which 
works through the market to strengthen MSEs 
instead of replacing market forces with, distorting 
mechanisms. 'Specific issues concerning MSEs 
including technology, entrepreneurship, and prob- 
lems with the bureaucracy can be dealt with as the 
credit bottleneck is being eased. For example, the 
credit organisation which deals with MSEs wifi 
inevitably go over firms’ accounts, thus paving the 
way for discussion and action on their needs. Such 
an approach will promote Jordan’s government 
and donor policy goals directly through easing the 
credit bottleneck, and indirectly, through helping 
MSEs become more professional. 

The present situation, however, shows a growing 
gap between the formal economy (particularly 
banks) and a mushrooming informal sector The 
issue of credit and the development of MSEs has 
yet to be addressed by the traditional financial sec- 
tor, and sources of MSE credit remain largely 
informal means of self-finance. Various institu- 
tions and programmes are trying to help, but such 
efforts have only been partially satisfactory and lag 
behind growth in MSEs and their hunger for cred- 
it. In any case, the approach of many organisations 
does not rely on competitive forces to provide 
solutions to MSE problems; and the picture is 
made worse by credit restrictions imposed on 
banking, with increasing demand being met by 
decreasing supply from the formal sector and 
sometimes unsatisfactory performance by NGOs 
and specialised institutions. 

While banks in Jordan do not usually offer any 
specific financial products for MSEs. in 
economies of South and East Asia, Africa and 
Latin America where MSE financing programmes 
are well established and effective, the record often 


shows a sustainable ability to provide financial ser- 
vices to the poor. This has not necessarily been the 
case in MENA and Jordan is no exception. 

According to recent research by Judith 
Brandsma and Rafika Chaouali for the World 
Bank, only one private bank in MENA is engaged 
in MSE finance. Otherwise, most MSE finance 
programmes in the region lack basic information 
on their performance. They do not know, for 
example, the number of active borrowers or the 
outstanding loan portfolio. Even more pro- 
grammes do not know the quality of their loan 
portfolio. Most also do not know their operational 
and financial costs of making and managing loans. 

Brandsma and Chaouali conclude that of the 
sixty MSE finance programmes in MENA only 
two cover their operational and financial costs 
while making a profit that is reinvested. Of the rest, 
many programmes in the region may never 
become sustainable. Often government or quasi- 
govemment development finds, drey are usually 
inefficient and charge subsidised interest rates. 
Given their “success” in Jordan and the rest of the 
region in reaching a large number of borrowers, 
sub-optimal but working management systems, 
and vested political interests, it is difficult to reori- 
ent these programmes toward foil efficiency and 
cost recovery. 

In short, many more and better MSE finance 
providers are needed in MENA and this is no less 
true of Jordan. As in other domains, the picture 
presented by MENA as far as MSE finance is con- 
cerned is one of lagging behind the rest of the 
developing world The question now is, can Jordan 
do any barer? If foreign aid and investment pick 
up, the MSE issue may be temporarily — though 
erroneously — shelved Otherwise, MSEs have to 
stay high on the Jordanian economic agenda to 
help Jordan avoid the status of star laggard in 
MENA 


A tragic anniversary 


Tb the editor: 


THE PATH of peace and the path of 
terror is still running alongside each . 
other as they did on September 17, 
1948, when the U.N. mediator in 
Palestine, Count Folke Bemadotte of 
Sweden, was assassinated The 
French Colonel Andre Serol chief 
observer in Jerusalem, who was sit- 
ting beside Bemadotte. was also 
killed Sdnx’s wife had been saved 
from a German concentration camp 
by the Swedish Red Cross expedition 
under Bemadotte in 1945. The mur- 
derers in a letter regretted the killing 
of Sdrot as a “fatal mistake.” They 
had thought that the officer sitting 
beside Bemadotte was “the British 
agent and anti-Semite, General 
Lundstrom." also Swedish. This was 
50 years ago. The murderers were 
never brought to justice. 
International law and UNI. resolu- 
tions have never been applied to 
Israel neither by force nor by legal 
means. 

Hannah Arendt wrote in ‘The New 
Leader” on October 23, 1948: 
“Bemadotte, agent for no one, died a 
hero's death, when he was killed by 
the agents of war.” 

A new trend in the world of politics 
is to apologise for old atrocities. Will 
it also spread to our area? 


UllaKbreis, 

IrbkL 


There is no quick fix: Peace takes time 


By George S. Hishmeh 


THERE IS no doubt that President Clinton will 
appreciate nothing more in these gloomy days 
than the arrival here of Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to sign and seal the American initia- 
tive for a 13 per cent Israeli pullback from the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 

This may sound as wishful thinking for the 
beleaguered American leader who must be anx- 
ious for any distraction from the daily bombard- 
ment m the American media about this kiss-and- 
tell scandal swirling around him. 

Or else how would one explain the President ’s 
surprise appearance at a long-scheduled White 
House briefing Sunday by senior aides for 
American Jewish leaders, who are not 
favourably disposed to the Israeli leader, and his 
reported pledge to do everything possible to 
advance the moribund Middle East peace 
process. 

In fact, there is some speculation, also border- 
ing on wishful thinking, that Clinton may be pre- 
pared to nudge the process to fruition in order to 
project his presidential image, something he is 
good at as he did five years ago on the White 
House Lawn for the Declaration of Principles 
agreement better known as the Oslo accords. 

The argument goes that Clinton may have sent 
his presidential envoy, Dennis Ross, to the 
Middle East in the hope of shifting the spotlight 
away from America’s full-time preoccupation 
with the lurid details of his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky, foe White House intern. It will be 
recalled that he took time during his recent for- 


eign trip to Russia and Ireland to unexpectedly 
call Arafat and Netanyahu with the news that he 
is sending Ross to the region to help narrow their 
differences. 

Clinton, according to Jewish participants, 
assured his audience at the White House that the 
protracted negotiations are progressing better 
than publicly known although (here remain some 
serious problems. 

in turn, the participants, who represented 

mainstream Jewish groups like Americans for 
Peace Now, the Centre for Middle East Peace 
and Economic Cooperation, and the Seeds of 
Peace, reportedly assured the beleaguered 
American leader of their support in his unfolding 
political problems, particularly within the halls 
of Congress. 

After their White House meeting, the Jewish 
leaders took pan in an all-Jewish convention here 
that canied the Psalmist slogan, “Seek peace and 
pursue it” The conventioneers also said in an 
opening statement that they are “deeply con- 
caned about the deteriorating situation" in the 
Middle East, adding “we gather here today to 
urge the current Administration to intensify its 
efforts to achieve peace in foe Middle East" 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 
Affairs Martin Indyk. according to participants, 
raged the American Jewish groups to form coali- 
tions with Arab-American groups to advance the 
peace process. 

This was coincidentally a theme heard at the 
just-concluded symposium of the Centre for 
Policy Analysis on Palestine (CPAP) but with a 
different focus, and followed recent inconclusive 
attempts by Arab-American organisations to 


respond to suggestions from middle-of-the-road 
American Jewish groups for collaboration. 

A prominent educator, who once headed the 
respected Association of Arab-American 
University Graduates, aigued at CPAP that in the 
wake of the Arab- Israeli stalemate “there seems 
to be no viable alternative to a one-state solution" 
for the Arabs and Jews in Palestine “and indeed 
it is apparent that there never really was one.” 
CPAP’s annual conference, critical of the Oslo 
process, focused on “The Legitimacy of 
Resistance: Options for Palestinian Survival." 

She continued. ‘The question of 
Palestine/Israel has played out and exhausted all 
the scenarios premised on a Jewish stare in 
Palestine for Jews, the dissolution of Palestinians 
and their national claims by absorption into the 
larger Arab world, and the Oslo-produced 
apartheid separation.” 

Dr. Elaine Hagopian, professor emiraia of 
sociology at foe prestigious Simmons College in 
Boston, caution^ however that “the burden is on 
the Palestinians to initiate an enabling process 
and programme,” explaining that it is unfortu- 
nate truism that “ft is the oppressed who must 
confront the oppressors with their heinous deeds, 
and in the process change the character of the 
oppressor. 

Dr. Hagopian cautioned font the actual legal 
form of foe one-state solution requires further 
study. “Some think of ft in terms of separate 
binatfond -institutions, others see ft as a federa- 
tion of two nations." others, herself included 
“think of it in terms of one set of democratic and 
secular political institutions with constitutional 
guarantees for binational cultural and religious 


expression." 

Her five-point “strategy’’ urged among other 
things that Palestinians form coalitions with 
Israelis and other Jews “who are open to the idea 
of a democratic one-state solution ft) 
Palestine/Israel." 

As far as the Palestinian/ Arab community in 
the United States, she continued: 

The most important task is to engage the 
community here in support of the idea of a 
democratic, secular binational state- another 
important role is to promote cooperation with the 
various American Jewish groups and individuals 
in North America who also support a democrat- 
ic, secular binational state." 

She disagreed with those who may see her 
suggestion as “too long term, and without root- 
ingin reality.” The university professor argued: 

Tb the contrary, there is no quick fix, and the 
search for one in the past 50 years has only made 
foe situation more difficult to apprehend. What is 
suggested herein is rooted in reality, the reality 
brought into relief by Oslo. More importantly, ft 
should never be forgotten that one hundred years 
ago, jmother people put forward a plan for foe 
transformation of ftdestine. 

Fifty years later, they have achieved signifi- 
cant. but nor complete success. The next decades 
wn decide if their victory will be total and 
jHestuuans will fade into history, or if 
ralestmians supported by other Arabs have foe 
foresight to use their critical faculties ro project 
their case for sharing Ifalestineflsrael equitably" 
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The writer is a freelance Washington-based 
journalist. 
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It's safe to say it's been a dtomy toss up in 
coming up with a name and credentials to Jill 
' the seat <f President cf the University of Jor- 
~dan. Lobbying was fierce, names soared to 
fee top cf the candidates' list and were shot 
dawn just as qidckh Pitches for some can- 
didates were rethought and decided against 
JO avoid accusations of nepotism. So the 
spoils (f the battle fell to acting university 
prmdfeit Watid S. Almaani a professor of 
neurosurgery, and most recently vice presi- 
dent for adnanistrative affairs. Bom in Jor- 
dan in 1946, Almaani received his MD. in 
1969 from Alexandria University in Egypt, 
and a diploma in general surgery in 1970 
also from Alexandria University. He has 
been a fellow of the Royal College of Sur- 
g eons cf Edinburgh since 1975. Almaani 
established fee Department of 'Neurosurgery 
at the Faculty of Medicine and at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital in 1977. He was 
dean cf academic research in 1994, dean of 
the Faculty cf Graduate Studies from 1991 - 
1994, dee dean cf the Faculty cf Medicine 
from 1989 -1991, and professor of neuro- 
surgery cf the Faculty cf Medicine since 
1987. He has published more than 20 articles 
in international medical research journals 
and is a member cf several scientific com- 
mittees including the Jordanian Neuro- 
sciences Society (cf which he urn president 
for me term) aid die Society cf British Neu- 
rosurgeons . Presently .Almaani chairman cf 
the Unified Admissions Committee cf the 
Jordanian Public Unhersities. He was also 
secretary general and Jordan's representa- 
tive of the European Asian Chapter cf the 
International Brain Research Organisation 
and sits on the governing council of that 


oppnisutiaiL Married with four children, his 
hobbies include photography, ganlening and 
stamp collecting. 



Professor Walid S. Almaani 
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COMING BACK: Of the rvportetlly 22 can- 
didates ( many self proclaimed ) under consid- 
eration for tiie post of director of the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company, the name drat 
has a winning ring to it is Taleb Rifat. While 
some would haw thought that it would be dif- 
ficult to lurv Rifat away from his position as 
deputy regional dirviior cf the International 
Labour Orgimisation, a Beirut-based assign- 
ment. it is all but sealed that Rifai will be 
back ui Amman. A professor of architecture 
and regional planning at the University cf 
Jonhut front 20 years. Rifai holds a B.Sc. in 


engineering from the University cf Cairo, an 
M.S.from the Illinois Institute ef Technology 
Chicago, and a PhD. in architecture, urban 
and regional planning from the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. He left 
Amman to become Jordan i Wide and com- 
merce representative at the Kingdom’s 
embassy in Washington. He returned in the 
mid-90s to head the Jordan Investment Pro- 
motion Corporation. It was in February 
1997 he took his current job at the HQ. 
When confirmed, Rifai will take die seat 
located by Abdul Bah Khatib who was 
appointed Minister cf Foreign Affairs in the 
cabuKt formed by Prime Minister Fayez 
Tanawneh last month. 

*•*# 

WANTED: An attractive international aca- 
demic post, based right here in Amman, is up 
fur grabs and was announced in fee 
International Herald Tribune in its Monday 
edition. An advertisement placed by die 
Tokyo-based United Nations University 
announced a search for the position cf direc- 
tor cf the International Lzatkrship Academy. 
The academy, which was established in Jor- 
dan just over two years ago was headed by 
Adel Safti until Ids two-year contract was not 
renewed last month. The programme cf the 
academy aims at training potential leaders 
by direct interaction with present leaders and 
through a series cf seminars and group train- 
ing activities related to pressing global prob- 
lems. The offices ofthe JLA are heated on the 
campus cf the University cf Jordan, and at 
present is supported by a stiff of two and an 
official dispatched from the United Nations 


University in Tokyo to man the fort in the 
absence cf a director. According to the 
advertisement the post carries a remunera- 
tion at the L-6 level cf the United Nations 
salary scale cf $65,01 2 per annum plus post 
adjustment. Vie deadline for applications is 
October 16. Applications, including fidl cur- 
riculum vitae and names, addresses, fax 
number and e-mail addresses cf three refer- 
ees should be sent to: UNU/ILA Director- 
ship Search, c/o Office if the Rector, The 
United Nations University, 53-70 Jingumae 
5-chome, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8925, 
JAPAN. Goad hick. 

**** 

MORE ON ACADEMIA: Judith Kipper, 
an internationally recognised Middle East 
specialist, is to arrive in Amman Sunday for 
abnost a week cf lectures, roundtable discus- 
sions and some catching up with colleagues, 
associates and friends. As co-director of the 
Middle East Studies programme at the Cen- 
tre for Strategic and International Studies 
and director ofthe Council on Foreign Relti- 
rions Middle East Forum, Kipper will hold a 
public lecture at the US embassy’s Ameri- 
can Center cm Sept. 22 on “ Regional Stabil- 
ity: A look to the future , " at 6:00 p.m. As the 
guest if the American Center, she will also 
hold a roundtable discussion with a small 
group cf local journalists. On her agenda is 
another roundtable dialogue hosted by the 
Centre for Strategic Studies cf the University 
cf Jordan, on “American Policies and the 
Middle East , " as well as a lecture at the 
Wbrld Affairs Council She will also be inter- 
viewed by Radio Jordan and Jordan Televi- 


sion. Upper is a amsidtcrnt cm international 
affairs to ABC News. Previously she was a 
guest scholar at The Brookings Institution 
and a resident fellow at the American Enier- 



Judith Kipper 


prise Institute. She travels frequently to the 
Middle East visiting both Israel and Arab 
countries. She also meets regularly with offi- 
cials and others in Russia and other coun- 
tries ofthe former Soviet Union. Kipper is the 
co-edhor of The Middle East in Globed Per- 
spective (Westview Press. 1991): and super- 
vised The West Bank Data Project • A Survey 
cf Israel Policies, and TheAwb-Israeli Mil- 
itary Balance and die Art cf Operations. She 
contributes to publications such as The New 
York Tones, The Los Angeles Tones, and The 
Washington Post and comments cm television 
and radio in the United States, Europe, 
Japan, China and the Middle East. She 


speaks frequently to urm-ersin: business, eco- 
nomic, and banting groups on Middle East- 
ern and international affairs. She has briefed 
The Brookings Institution Board of Trustees. 
Council on Foreign Relations Corporate 
Programme, Chase Manhattan Bank Boani 
Institutional Investor Council. World Trade 
Institute and many other institutions in the 
United States and internationally. During the 
Guff crisis. Kipper testified as iin expert wit- 
ness before die Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, the House Armed Senices Com- 
mittee, die House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
and the House Appropriations Committee. 
She was with Peter Jennings of ABC News in 
England, and in Iraq for an extensive inter- 
view with President Saddam Hussein 
(November, 1 990). She arrived with Ted Kflf*- 
pel cf ABC News in Kinvait just after its lib- 
eration. She also went to Saudi Arabia, Jor- 
dan, Syria, Egypt, Israel die Hfesr Bank and 
Gaza during die Guff crisis. Upper wtis in 
Moscow for an ABC News uuen iew with 
President Gorbachev in July, J99J which she 
negotiated and again right after die August 
coup for the ABC Ne hs Town meeting with 
Gorbachev and Yeltsin. Kipper has bn rad 
based experience in international relations. 
She worked in Paris at the French news 
weekly L' express for sir years. She drove 
from Paris to India where she spent six 
months and then spent a year in Israel and 
Egypt before returning to the United States. 
She is on the board cf Middle East Watch, a 
human rights organisation, ; and initiative for 
Peace and Cooperation in die Middle East. 
Phew!!! 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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By Gary Regenstreif 

Reuters 

PEDRO BIANCM’S smile 
betrays lus pride in being 
associated, with a Nazi war 
criminal, an Italian mobster, 
a military dictator and less 
famous felons, like the one 
who poisoned her victims 
and another who chopped his 
op. 

Tbe lawyer for Argentina’s 
most notorious criminals 
recalls some of the thou- 
sands of clients be has 
defended and boasts that, at 
72, he is more in demand 
than ever. 

Thick-set and bespecta- 
cled, Bianchi is dispassion- 
ate about the villains he has 
defended oyer half a century, 
has no qualms about having 
represented them and offers 
no excuses. 

“Pedro Bianchi the lawyer 
is above Pedro Bianchi the 
man,” he said in an interview 
in his plush Buenos Aires 
apartment. 

“Morality and law don't 
always coincide. They are 
two different languages. My 
morality and ethics are to 
defend my clients the best 
that I can," he added, “The 
day I discriminate which 
case deserves defence and 
which not, I cease to be a 
defence attorney and convert 
myself into a kind of judge ” 
But Bianchi goes beyond the 
traditional attorney-client 
relationship, revealing: “I am 
friends, wife most of them." 
One friend, his highest-pro- 
file client of late, is &ich 
Priebke, the former Nazi 
captain who lived peacefully 
in fee Argentine mountain 
resort of BariJoche from 
1954 until 1995, when he 
was extradited to Italy. 

Priebke was sentenced to 
life imprisonment for taking 
part in the 1944 massacre of 
335 men and boys ai the 
Ardeatine Caves outside 
Rome. Bianchi has appealed 
to the Italian Supreme Court 
and, if feat fails, will go the 
European court in Stras- 
bourg. 

Bianchi is also represent- 
ing right-wing Italian 
extremist Augusto Cauchi, 
Wanted for the 1980 bomb- 
mg of fee Bologna train sta- 
tion feat killed 85 people and 
wounded 200. Argentine 
courts recently rejected an 
extradition request because 
Cauchi has been tried and 
^Qtenced in absentia by Ital- 
ian courts. 

Bianchi believes Priebke 
and Cauchi. should not be 
tried. 

“They could have been tbe 
antboBS but never guilty or 
^sponsible" for the crimes 
of which they are accused, 
he said, echoing die ‘1 was 



only obeying orders” argu- 
ment used by many defen- 
dants in post-Second World 
War trials and others accused 
more recently of crimes 
against humanity. 

Authorities in Argentina 
have sought to -distance 
themselves from the' coun- 
try’s image as a: safe haven 
for Nazis such as Adolf Eich- 


died. mostly Argentine. He 
was absolved of other 
charges related to his dicta- 
torship and was released 
from prison in a 1989 par- 
don. 

Bianchi’s clientele also 
included Gaetano Fidanzati, • 
a top godfather of Sicily's. 
Mafia ’who in 1993 was 
extradited from Argentina to 


Bianchi's favourite cases 
are homicides, having repre- 
sented 600 clients including 
a woman sentenced to life 
for poisoning eight people 
and a man who cut his vic- 
tims into pieces. 

■ have, a weakness for 
homicides " he said. “I like it 
'because it is fee only crime 
in which fee criminology is 
important How be killed is 
not as important as why he 
killed. 



3ne of Pedro Bianchi’s clients, former Nazi 
5S Captain Erich Priebke is escorted by 
\rgentme police towards a plane waitina to 
ake him to Rome to face trial for World War 
I war crimes, November 20, 1995, in the 
nountain resort, Bariloche (Reuters photo) 


oiann and losef Mengele. 
The government acted 
quickly to extradite Priebke 
once it found out about him. 

Bianchi was also hired by 
Thomas Drach, arrested 
recently in Buenos Aires in 
connection wife a 1996 kid- 
napping that led to fee largest 
ransom payout in German 
history. $16.5 million. 

Bianchi says Drach will 
probably get three years in 
prison id Argentina for enter- 
ing fee country wife false 
documents, but he is confi- 
dent he can avert extradition 
to Germany to face charges 
of kidnapping tobacco mag- 
nate Jan Philip Reemsta. 

Another client was former 
military ruler Gen. Leopoldo 
Galtieri, who was jailed for 
initiating fee 1982 Falklands 
war with Britain in which 
about 1-000 servicemen 


Italy where he was jailed for 
drug trafficking. 

One of fee highest-profile 
homicide cases in Argentina 
brought Bianchi to the 
defence of the Shoklender 
brothers, convicted of killing 
their parents in a crime feat 
gripped the nation. ' One 
brother has now left jail and 
is a lawyer himself for fee 
human rights group Mothers 
of fee Plaza de Mayo. 

Bianchi defended the ultra- 
nationalist former Argentine 
army colonel Mohamed Ali 
Seineldin, who led an upris- 
ing of "painted faced" rebels 
in 1990 ahead of U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush's visit. 
Seineldin, a hero of fee Falk- 
lands war. was jailed for life 
for the revolt in which be 
occupied armed forces head- 
quarters before being 
repelled by loyal troops. 


It gets to the bottom of fee 
human soul.” 

Despite fee gravity of 
crimes his clients are alleged 
to have committed, he has 
reservations only about 
defending rapists and those 
who committed fraud. “The 
swindler always lives, off 
deception and ties. I always 
thought sexual crimes were 
repulsive. To me the other 
crimes are just another 
pigeonhole in the penal 
code.” It is a code he taught 
for 35 years at the University 
of Buenos Aires before his 
age forced bis retirement 
But his years have not 
slowed him down. He goes 
to bed at midnight and is 
awake daily at 4:30, confess- 
ing almost apologetically to 
taking a two-hour nap in the 
afternoon. 

He works every day of the 
year, are] it has been 17 years 
since he saw his summer get- 
away in tbe Argentine beach 
resort of Mar del Plata. He 
says he got around to marry- 
ing only 13 years ago, at age 
59, to his wife Maria Louisa. 

‘T have more cases than 
ever,” Bianchi said, smiling. 
“The harder the case fee 
more I like it” He does make 
time for framer admiral 
Emilio Mas sera, a feared 
leader of Argentina’s mili- 
tary dictatorship, with whom 
be has almost daily contact. 
"I have always been his 
friend," he said, volunteering 
his opinion on the military’s 
"Dirty War" on subversion in 
which as many as 30.000 
people “disappeared." "I 
agreed with the war on sub- 
version but disagreed with 
the way it was bandied. I 
would have ordered legal fir- 
ing squads (allowed by mar- 
tial law) instead of disap- 
pearances.” be said. 

“In a war many things hap- 
pen that can be qualified as 
unjust or arbitrary. But in a 
war it is us or them. We 
either choose a democratic 
country or a Cuban-styled 
socialist one.” While few in 
Argentina today are prepared 
publicly to support the mili- 
tary dining the dictatorship. 
Bianchi is unfazed by criti- 
cism for this or his clientele. 
"I don’t care about the criti- 
cisms of others. I was born to 
be a lawyer. It’s my life." 


lies now in Russia 


The dropping cf Viktor Cheniomyrdin in 
favour of Yevgeni Primakov, a one-time 
Soviet politburv member, as prime minister 
of Russia reuses the question: Is Russia 
returning to communism? The communists 
now hold die balance of power in Russia 
and Yeltsin is powerless to act wirhoui their 
backing. But today die communists are 
more capitalist than socialist. 

By Simon Pirani 

THE LATEST Twists in the political crisis 
in Moscow have pushed back into the lime- 
light President Boris Yeltsin’s political 
opponents, grouped around fee Communist 
forty ofthe Russian Federation (CPRF), the 
largest party in fee Duma (state parliament). 

Its refusal w endorse Yfelfsin's nominee 
for prime minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
left Russia without a government as its cur- 
rency and banking system collapsed and 
shops' food stocks were swept away by 
panic buying. 

Yehsin, a vocal anti-communist, had no 
choice but to negotiate wife tbe CPRF. He 
held a round table meeting in the Kremlin 
wife its leader, Gennady Zyuganov, and 
other parties' representatives. 

All this raises fee questions: could there 
be a return to communism or even a new 
Russian revolution? Boris Slavin, political 
commentator and former CPRF Central 
Committee member, says noL 

He explains: “Zyuganov is talking very 
radically because 90 per cent of the popula- 
tion is up in arms. Obviously he wants to 
give expression to that. 

"But cm economic policy, be is talking not 
about the liquidation of private property, but 
about state regulation: Measures to protect 
domestic industry from bankruptcy, to 
restore the rouble and io proteci ibe popula- 
tion from the effects of inflation. 
Zyuganov's programme is a special brand 
of Keynesianism, not socialism." 

Many moderate and even right-wing 
politicians make similar demands, Slavin 
points out. Fra example, price controls on 
food and other necessities are being 
imposed not only by Zyuganov's co-thinker 
Aman Tuleev, governor of 
Kemerovo, but also by national- 
ist general Aleksandr Lebed, 
governor of Krasnoyarsk, and 
Eduard Rossel, pro-market gov- 
ernor of Sverdlovsk. 


with the organised workers’ movement are 
tenuous. 

The leaders of fee miners, who have 
mounted fee most militant protests against 
the non-payment of wages, are openly hos- 
tile to the CPRF. 

The patty is as anxious id court business- 
men as it is to appeal to workers. 

It shows off its own flashy new rich mem- 
bers. such as Moscow dub owner Vladimir 
Semago and Krasnoyarsk chemical compa- 
ny boss Peter Romanov. 

When the chips were down during fee 
government crisis, Zyuganov — even 
before his trip to fee Kremlin — met wife 
the most powerful businessman of all oil 
and car sales magnate Boris Berezovsky. 

The CPRF is a parliamentary rather Chan 
a revolutionary party, and has even encour- 
aged its co-thbkers to take ministerial posi- 
tions under Yeltsin. Before becoming gov- 
ernor of Kemerovo, Aman Tuleyev, num- 
ber two on fee party’s 1995 Duma electoral 
list, had a spell as Commonweal* of Inde- 
pendent Slates (CIS) affairs minister in 
Yeltsin's government. Aleksandr 
Zaveriukha arid Aleksandr Ntizarchuk of 
the CPRF s rural sister party, the Agrarians, 
have held agriculture portfolios. And the 
CPRFs leading economist, Yiny 
Maslyukov, was trade and industry minister 
for six weeks under prime minister Sergei 
Kirienko, before his government was dis- 
banded by Yeltsin on 23 August, ft was 
Maslyukov who fra three years in a row 
saved tbe government’s skin by convincing 
his more militant Duma colleagues to 
accept its budget proposals. His ministerial 
appointment provoked stormy protests 
from party hard-liners. Yury Belov of Sl 
P etersbwg accused him of “betrayal.” 

So fee CPRF is more capitalist than 
socialist and more coalitionist than revolu- 
tionary. It is also more nationalist than inter- 
nationalist, and appeals to an exclusively 
Russian identity wife greater enthusiasm 
than to the old slogan “Workers of ibe wodd 
unite." 

Tbe nationalism was there from the start 
When the Soviet Union broke up in 1991 


and the old Communist Party was banned 
in Russia by Yeltsin, fragments joined wife 
right-wing natio nalis ts in fee so-called red- 
brown opposition. On its marches red flags 
went side-by-side with old Tsarist imperial 
emblems arid even uniformed fascists. 

The CPRF was bom in 1992 from these 
fragments — and continued to work in 
alliance wife nationalists and even fascists 
in puisuit of a strong Russian stale. 

Fra example, Zyuganov collaborates 
closely wife Aleksandr Prokhanov, editor of 
the openly and vulgarly anti-Semitic week- 
ly Zavtra. Zyuganov, who is fond of 
denouncing "cosmopolitans" (the word 
Sialin used to mean Jews), had a spell on the 
editorial board. 

Tbe CPRFs aggressive nationalism is 
also directed against the non-Russian 
nationalities of Russia's borderlands. When 
Cbechenya claimed independence and Rus- 
sia's military strongmen in 1994 used 
bombings and scorched-earth tactics 
against its population, the party complained 
feat Russia's war was not pursued vigor- 
ously enough. 

When Russia’s human rights watchdog 
Sergei Kovalev denounced Russian attacks 
on Chechen civilians to the European Par- 
liament, Yeltsin and Zyuganov made com- 
mon cause against him. CPRF Duma 
deputies helped to make sure he lost his job. 

Will this mixed-up party be important for 
Russia's fijture? Certainly. Its leaders may 
be mainly former Soviet officials, disgrun- 
tled at their loss of power, but its voters are 
a force to be reckoned with. Slavin points 
out: “Whatever Zyuganov’s ideology, mil- 
lions of Russians will continue to vote for 
him as a means of protesting against 
Yeltsin,” 

But his party is more likely to use these 
votes as bargaining counters for ministerial 
portfolios than to lead a working-class 
uprising. 

The writer is a British journalist specialis- 
ing in CIS affairs. 
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Zyuganov has long advocated 
a capitalist economy wife a 
strong state, rather than social- 
ism. When he stood against 
Yeltsin in fee 1996 presidential 
election, receiving three out of 
every seven votes, his main eco- 
nomic proposal was an alliance 
of the state and Russia's finan- 
cial-industrial groups, (he power 
bases of ns billionaire oligarchs. 

During the election campaign 
he went to the World Economic 
Forum at Davos, Switzerland to 
tell international bankers and 
politicians that Russia would 
rather have direct inward invest- 
ment than IMF loans. 

The CPRF could make such a 
“Chinese model'' work, he said, 
adding: “Our party is full of 
people who can create fee sort 
of auftoritarian organisation to 
enable business to be done." 

As for the chances of a “new 
Russian revolution" led by the 
CPRF, it should be remembered 
that while 30 million Russians 
voted for Zyuganov in anger at 
poverty, instability and non-pay- 
ment of wages, the party’s links 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

THE HUGE amount of writing we have 
had in the past two or three years in Jordan 
on the issue of the protection of intellectual 
property has changed very little, if any- 
thing. on the copyright scene. Whereas the 
law bas been adopted, its implementation 
has yet to come. The only positive outcome 
so far is more awareness from the public. 

To be honest, we must admit that there is 
some protection as far as primed publica- 
tions are concerned; but fee level of protec- 
tion for music and computer software is 
virtually nil. A lot has been said about fee 
damage software piracy can do. Depriving 
authors of fee royalties they deserve and, as 
a direct consequence* killing their potential 
creativity are the obvious negative effects 
of illegal copying and distribution. But 
there are also other hidden effects. 

The majority of people who buy assem- 
bled PCs in Jordan have become accus- 
tomed to receiving pre-installed software 
wife their machine. Most of the time this 
software — typically Windows operating 
system and Microsoft Office Suite — is 
pirated. The irony is feat the user takes it 
for granted and demands other, non-essen- 
tial software to be installed. Since it’s free, 
why not have more? 


Given the huge size of new hard disks, 
voracious users ask the supplier to "fill fee 
disk" wife programmes, without even 
knowing why they ask for this or feat piece 
of software, whether they need it or not. 
They just want it installed, period. Such an 
aberrant situation make users unhappy, for 
they can never quench their thirst for (col- 
lecting! software. To top the bill, they often 
demand to be trained, at no extra charge of 
course, on all these packages: “you sup- 
plied me wife it. now teach me how to use 
it!" It also makes computer suppliers angry 
at having to respond to unreasonable 
demands. 

Of course, not all computer companies in 
Jordan supply illegal software and some of 
them have learnt not to give in when greedy 
users ask, for instance, to have four differ- 
ent word processing programmes at one 
time. 

Although I have been closely following 
up fee question of software protection in 
Jordan for some time now, I still cannot 
give any reasonable forecast of when the 
law is going fo be actually enforced. When 
it is, however, and in fee short run, it will 
certainly put serious stress on suppliers and 
users alike. But 1 am sure that in fee long 
run, we will all benefit from a healthier sit- 
uation. 
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Marto-IMF talks signal 
possibility of extending 
restructuring programme 


By Ghalia Alul 


AMMAN — Finance Min- 
ister Micbel Marto is in 
Washington to discuss with 
the International Monetaiy 
Fund (IMF) the possibility 
of extending by at least one 
year Jordan's economic 
restructuring programme, 
officials said. 

“It is a periodic get 
together meeting with the 
IMF to discuss outstanding 
economic issues," Minister 
of State for Development 
Affairs Taher Kana’an told 
the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. 

Seeking to pull out from a 
deepening economic reces- 
sion, Jordan expects to 
extend the 1989-1998 eco- 
nomic reform programme, 
that according to econo- 
mists is an adjustment 
process not yet completed. 

An extension of the IMF 
programme, originally set 
to end in February 1999, 
will help Jordan regain 
credibility with donor and 
debtor states especially 
after it was forced to reveal 
discrepancies in its eco- 
nomic growth rates three 
months ago. 

But according to some 
economists, Jordan, which 
spent most of the decade 
implementing the pro- 
gramme after a severe crisis 


in 1988, appeared to have 
been reaping the rewards of 
fiscal and monetary pru- 
dence. 

They say the country was 
able to bring down its infla- 
tion rate to three per cent — 
well below die target 
agreed to with the IMF — 
foreign currency reserves 
were built up to cover 
alm ost five months worth 
of imports, and the budget 
deficit was reined in. 

Still, with all these 
achievements, some ana- 
lysts pointed to major chal- 
lenges facing the newly 
appointed government 
which will have to deal 
with an economy growing 
much slower than the popu- 
lation, and at the same time 
continue with market liber- 
alisation policies. 

“There is still much to be 
done, especially when the 
process almost came to a 
standstill during recent 
years,’' economist Fahed 
Fanek wrote in a column 
published in the Jordan 
Times last month. 

Fanek said Jordan has a 
long way to go in terms of 
restructuring some of its 
service sectors such as 
health, water and energy. It 
also needs to speed up a 
much delayed and contro- 
versial privatisation 

process. 


‘‘Jordan can benefit a lot 
from continuing with an 
economic programme with 
the blessing of the IMF. 
Such benefits include 
obtaining more concessions 
from major creditors, 
receiving more generous 
grants from donor coun- 
tries, using the expertise of 
the IMF staff, securing a 
measure of international 
credibility of Jordan's eco- 
nomic performance, and 
enhancing potential invest- 
ments from Arab and for- 
eign sources,” Fanek said. 

During his visit to Wash- 
ington, Marto is expected to 
discuss the release of the 
remainder of the U.S. annu- 
al aid package to Jordan, 
according to Fanek. 

Last month. Jordan and 
the U.S. signed an agree- 
ment under which the 
Kingdom received $54.3 
milli on in grants as part of 
Washington's $225 million 
assistance to the country in 
1998. 

About $150 million of the 
total are in economic assis- 
tance and the remaining 
$175 millio n are allocated 
to military purposes. 

“Jordan received about 
$50 million in cash, but it 
still awaits to receive the 
remaining $100 million.'’ 
Fanek said. 


Jordan, EFTA 
talks start 
next week 


Pakistani delegation 
reviews ties with Joi 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
first round of negotiations 
to discuss the draft free 
trade agreement between 
Jordan apd t he member 
states of EFTA (European 
Free Trade Association), 
will be held in Geneva on 
Sept. 22 

The draft agreement 
provides for the cancella- 
tion of all customs dutie s 
and taxes on EFTA 
imports from Jordan and 
Jordanian imports from 
the EFTA countries, 
except agricultural prod- 
ucts and foodstuff indus- 
tries which will be gov- 
erned by bilateral agree- 
ments. 

The draft agreement 
provides for avoiding the 
imposition of any new 
customs duties or taxes 
after the agreement takes 
effect and for lifting any 
restrictions on imports. 

Under the agreement 
Jordan may increase cus- 
toms duties to protect 
new industries or any 
industrial projects, 
requiring a restructuring 
process, provided that 
such an increase will not 
exceed 25 per cent will 
not be imposed for more 
than three years and that 


the volume of such 
imports does not exceed 
15 per cent of the total 
imports from EFTA 
countries. 

According to the agree- 
ment government subsi- 
dies which might affect 
the freedom of competi- 
tion and contravene with 
the provisions of the 
agreement will be can- 
celled. 

The Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Geneva meet- 
ing will be headed by 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Halaiqa. 

Jordan imported JD25.5 
million wort h of goods 
from EFTA member 
states in the first half of 
this year. Last year, Jor- 
dan imported JD 63.7 
million worth of goods 
from these countries, 
mostly from Switzerland. 

Jordan’s exports to 
these countries last year 
amounted to JD360,000 
while it exported JD 
200,000 worth of goods 
to these countries in the 
first half of 1998. 

EFTA includes Switzer- 
land. Norway, Iceland 
and Liechtenstein. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
danian and Pakistani econ- 
omists and businessmen 
held talks Wednesday at the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce on economic rela- 
tions and means of enhanc- 
ing commercial exchange 
between Jordan and Pak- 
istan. 

Talks focused on studying 
investment projects that 
Jordan presented at the 
meeting and on means of 
launching joint ventures 
between the two countries 
in addition to purchasing 
Jordanian phosphate. 

Also discussed was bold- 


ing mutual exhibitions at 
both countries to acquaint 
the citizens of two coun- 
tries with each country’s 
products. 

Haidar Murad, president 
of the Federation of Jordan- 
ian Chambers of Com- 
merce, headed the Jordan- 
ian delegation to the meet- 
ings while the Pakistani 
delegation was led by Has- 
san Zahir. 

Murad said the trade bal- 
ance is in favour of Jordan, 
pointing out that Jordan 
exported to Pakistan 
approximately JD13 mil- 
lion last year and that it 


imported Pakistani goods 
worth JD3 million. 

Murad voiced hope that 
trade exchange between 
both countries would 
increase in the near future. 

Tahir said that he dis- 
cussed with Jordanian busi- 
nessmen ways of signing 
contracts between Pakistani 
and Jordanian businessmen 
to cooperate in exporting 
goods to Iraq in accordance 
with the U.N. oil-for-food- 
deal. 

The Pakistani delegation 
is on a tour in the region 
which takes them to Syria 
and Iraq. 
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UNCTAD urges big powers to reflate global economy 


GENEVA (Rj— The United 
Nations trade and develop- 
ment agency UNCTAD on 
Wednesday called for action 
by the United States, the 
European Union (EU) and 
Japan to reflate the global 
economy and head off a dive 
into worldwide recession. 

The agency also urged cre- 
ation of a new international 
system to supervise capital 
flows that would prevent 
financial crises of the type 
that has plunged Asian 
economies into chaos and 
threatens to spread around 
the globe. 

The twin messages were 
delivered in UNCTAD's 
annual Trade and Develop- 
ment Report — a publica- 
tion that has warned for the 
past decade of the dangers of 
a rapid switch to market eco- 
nomics by developing and 
former communist countries. 

Unless East Asia switched 
from deflation to reflation, 
and the ELI and Japan boost- 
ed domestic demand for 
goods and services, the 
report said, “there could be a 


full-blown global recession." 
A solution to the creeping 
crisis, UNCTAD Secretary- 
General Rubens Ricupero 
told a news conference, lay 
in cooperation between these 
two economic powers and 
the United States to lower 
interest rates and bring in 
expansionary fiscal policies. 

“The most important things 
to be done have to be done by 
the largest economies in the 
world,” he declared. 

The report was written 
before the latest eruption of 
financial market turmoil 
brought economic and politi- 
cal crisis to Russia and. 
threatening to engulf Latin 
America, moved closer to the 
United States. 

Distributed worldwide 
under embargo for the past 
few weeks and already pre- 
sented by UNCTAD econo- 
mists in 21 key capitals, the 
report's release comes just 
two days after U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, followed since 
by other Western politicians, 
appeared to take up some of 
its recommendations. 


Ricupero, ex-finance min- 
ister of Brazil, said Clinton’s 
new stance vindicated UNC- 
TAD’s long-held view that 
the domination of unpre- 
dictable financial markets in 
a globalised economy gave 
them the capacity to desta- 
bilise developing countries. 

The U.S. president, in a key 
speech on Monday devoted 
to the current crisis, said the 
industrialised world’s highest 
priority should be to restore 
growth and declared he want- 
ed to work with the EU and 
Japan in this direction. 

The UNCTAD chief said at 
his Geneva news conference 
that this was a recognition, 
“forced...by the tyranny of 
reality," that the main danger 
to global economic stability 
was not inflation “but defla- 
tion, recession and unem- 
ployment." The report, com- 
piled by UNCTAD econo- 
mists who have recently 
swung some prominent free- 
marketeers around to their 
views, said financial instabil- 
ity was “systemic” — 
endemic to the global econo- 


my and not just to emergiog 
economies. But previous 
action by the major powers to 
solve their own problems had 
hit increasingly at developing 
countries. 

UNCTAD analysts estimat- 
ed the cost of the East Asian 
crisis this year alone at one 
per cent of global output, or 
some $260 billion equiva- 
lent to the annual income of 
sub-Saharan Africa — while 
world growth in 1998 would 
be around two per cent, down 
1.2 per cent on last year. 

“Resolving a crisis of over- 
investment and systemic 
financial fragility by reduc- 
ing domestic demand will 
only add to the difficulties," 
the report said. 

“Justice is not served when 
the costs of market failure 
and measures taken to bail 
out creditors are paid by 
developing countries and at 
the expense of the living 
standards of ordinary peo- 
ple.” To prevent crises in the 
system, the report argued, 
global agreement was needed 
on a new architecture of rales 


governing international 
finance and a mechanism to 
supervise capital flows 
through “even-handed sur- 
veillance” — recognising 
that crises were not always 
home-grown in emerging 
economies. 

The new arrangement 
should recognise the right of 
developing countries to intro- 
duce capital controls — an 
action recently taken in dif- 
ferent form in Malaysia and 
Chile — on the lines of safe- 
guard provisions in global 
trade accords. 

Controls, it said, were a 
proven technique for dealing 
with volatile capital flows 
and would remain “an indis- 
pensable part of developing 
countries' armoury of mea- 
sures for the purpose of pro- 
tection against international 
financial instability." A safe- 
guard mechanism, Ricupero 
said, would allow lenders 
and investors “to know in 
advance that they may be 
locked in should financial 
panic develop and currencies 
come under attack." 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Foot part 
5 Hold up 
9 Ship's poles 

14 "Pretty Woman" 
co-star 

15 Sikorsky of 
helicopters 

16 Embroidered 
loop 

17 Matures 

18 " Lisa" 

19 When actors 
enter 

20 Jim Henson's 
muppet vamp 

22 Playful marine 
mammal 

23 Put forward 

24 By oneself 
26 Christiana, 

today 

29 Have high 
hopes 

33 Johann and 
Richard 
37 Goals 

39 FoHow orders 

40 Jacob's twin 

41 Conspicuous 
success 

42 Archibald or 
Thurman 

43 Metal 
containers 

44 Adolescent 

45 Actor Law 

46 Respiratory 
disease 

48 Genuine 
50 Friends 
52 Wakes 
sleepers 
57 Pathfinder 
60 Gobbler 

63 Provoke 

64 vena 

65 Silo neighbor 

66 Marry in haste 

67 Posterior 

68 time (never) 

69 Stratagems 

70 Curtis or Danza 

71 Requirement 
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By Eugena R. Puffonbergar 
Boston, V A 


DOWN 

1 Old World 
lizard 

2 PhBbinofTV 

3 Salad green 


4 "Siddhartha" 
author 

5 Bounds 

6 AH aflutter 

7 Tune 

8 Serving 
devices 

9 Thread holders 

10 Small, patchy 
horse 

11 Sin the bank 

12 Reprobate 

13 Tip entflng? 

21 Paid players 

25 TcbacookSr* 

2/ Dress 

decoration 

28 Crude 
worker? 

30 Word processor 
insertion point 

31 Nerve network 

32 Looks at 

33 Greek letter 

34 Buyer-bewars 
phrase 

35 Is unable 

36 Shari Lewis 
puppet 

38 Horse hair 
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41 And others, in 
brief 

45 Baseball femHy 
name 

47 Dull finishes 
49 Blood conduit 
51 Establish 

53 Citified 

54 Use foe rink 


55 Roofing 
material 

56 Refigious 
assembly 

57 Footprint 

58 Jail unit 

59 "Typee" sequel 

61 Butter's brother 

62 Sound of pain 



“I cigarettes when I was 

a kid. I wore a packet of sugar on 
my arm to break the addiction.” 




Unscramble these tour Jumwes. 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary wonts. 


that scrambled word game 

toy Henri Arnold and Mike ArgSrfO" 
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Business & Finance 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


- Aqel proposes allocating one per cent 
of banks’ lending to finance small size projects 


* m ARAB BANK Regional Director 
Mufleh Aqel said in a worsting paper he 
submitted to a conference on economic 
and social development in Jordan's rural 
and badia regions that by allocating one 
per cent of their total lending, Jordanian 
banks can set aside JD40 million to 
finance small projects. 

Aqel referred to several studies con- 
ducted by AMIR (Access to Microfinance 
and Improved Policy Reforms), a USAID 
SI 3.4 million programme, and other- par- 
ties to show that there are around 74,000 
potential borrowers in this sector requir- 
ing a total financing of around JD48 mil- 
lion. 

He stressed the need to provide finan- 
cial resources to help increase the number 
of small projects which, he said, 43 per 
cent of them depend on financing from 
friends and relatives. Aqel acknowledged 
that Jordan banks have limited contribu- 
tion in financing small projects. "The 
banks have, not yet developed the right 
strategy to deal with the needs of this sec- 
tor besides the fact bank do not have spe- 
cific perceptions in relation to this type of 
lending.” the senior Arab Bank official 
said. Furthermore, Aqel added, the banks 
do not have clear plans how to identify the 
borrowers who fit the classification of 
small-size projects. 

According to the senior banker, the 
problem was partially addressed by the 
government's specialised lending institu- 
tions which directed some of its resources 
for this purpose, especially in the agricul- 
tural sector. “But this government inter- 
vention did not achieve the target” Aqel 
said. “Accordingly, continued efforts are 


being exerted to transfer this role to spe- 
cialised financial brokerages which oper- 
ate in different economic conditions in 
terms of interest rates, lending sources 
and financing areas." 

The working paper attributed the gener- 
al reason for the absence of bank from the 
area of lending to small projects to the 
restricted financial market which pre- 
vailed in the past such as fixed interest 
rates, high reserve levels and direct super- 
vision on credits. He said also that, as a 
result, small-size projects have gotten 
accustomed on subsidised economic 
financing which was often not repayable. 

Other reasons died in the working 
paper were the high cost to implement 
and administer such loans and the low 
return form such lending in absolute 
terms compared to high indirect costs. 
Furthermore. Aqel said such type of lend- 
ing carried a higher risk compared to 
ordinary lending in addition to the insuf- 
ficiency of guarantees due to the kind of 
loans. 

Finally, Aqel listed the following three 
factors that prevailed and caused small 
entrepreneurs not to approach banks for 
credits: 

1- The limited banking knowledge of 
small borrowers. 

2- Difficulty in foreclosing on the prop- 
erty in case of default because of the low 
value of the assets in addition to other 
social considerations. 

3- The psychological and social barriers 
as there are many who still believe that 
banks are only for the rich I A1 Ra’i + AJ 
Aswaq). 


RJ, 

Austrian 
Airlines 
agree on 
code-sharing 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
Jordanian (JRJ) and 

Austrian Airlines 

Wednesday signed a code- 
sharing agreement aimed 
organising flights between 
Amman and Vienna. 

Under the agreement, 
which will benefit passen- 
gers of both airlines, both 
parties will offer the bene- 
fits of their networks to the 
other. 

As a result of the agree- 
ment, three regular weekly 
flights will be shared joint- 
ly on a code-sharing basis, 
thus bringing to six the 
number of weekly flights, 
according to Majdi Sabri. 
the RJ deputy director gen- 
eral for commercial affairs. 

The agreement takes 
effect as of Ocl 25, Sabri 
said adding that other com- 
mercial agreements have 
already been concluded 
between RJ and the 
Austrian Airlines, under 
which RJ gets special 
prices and special privi- 
leges to fly to Scandinavian 
countries as well as to east 
Europe. 

The agreement was 
signed for the Royal 
Jordanian by Sabri while it 
was signed for the Austrian 
Airlines by its director 
Bernard Biyak. 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You could say some- 
thing to a loved one this morning that you didn't expect, 
but sincerely feel. You're generally outspoken, but when 
it comes to emotional stuff, you can get tongue-tied. But 
this morning you might blurt out something about love, 
or forever; or commitment Not to worry. It’s a good day 
• ••• • 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Completion is the 
theme again. Action is required, and you’ll have to make 
several big decisions. Heed a roommate’s advice; but 
you’ll have to live with your decision for a long time, so 
make sure it’s one that supports you. If it does, it will 
likely also support the people you love most. That's just 
the land of person you are. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There’s something you’d 
like to change about your domestic environment. It does- 
n’t matter if you’ve never done it before. You can ieam. 
Other people do it, and you're certainly as smart as they 
are — smarter than some. All in all, definitely capable. 

' GoforiL 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) The sun is in Virgo and 
the moon is in Leo. Finish up old business today. Don’t 
start anything new. Gather in money that’s been 
promised, rather than getting new promises. New 
promises won’t be worth much today, so there’s no poiDt 
in trying to gather them up. Go for the gold instead. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your motivation has to be 
to take care of other people or you won’t succeed. If you 
can pull this off, you can acquire great fame and fortune. 
Today, don’t start any new projects. Finish up something 
you’ve been working on. That means put in the correc- 
tions. If other people notice something wrong, listen and 
heed their advice. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Today’s agenda 
involves finishing old business. That's been a theme for 
tiie last few days, but now there’s no turning back. The 
urgency of the situation will be apparent early in the 
morning. You might not even have time to make lists. 
You’re going to have to rely on your memory and, in 
some cases, your imagination. No problem, right?. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The moon is in 
Leo a gain, but it’s void of course. That means it’s made 
all the aspects it’s going to make before it goes into Virgo 
tomorrow. The void of course moon means that whatev- 
er is going to happen has already happened, and now all 
we. need to do is clean up. Not a bad idea, all things con- 
sidered 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) The moon’s 
in Leo, conjunct Mars in Leo first thing this morning, so 
the Leo people in your life migbr be feeling a linle feisty. 
Mars would get them to do things they’ve been thinking 
about, but resisting, or afraid to try. So if you want to get 
an older person into action, give a little shove today. It 
could work. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your 
burning curiosity could lead you to try something you ve 
never considered before. Since that's a rarity, you should 
be in for an interesting day. You’ll do well to go back to 
a previous lo cati on, school or endeavour, but don t 
worry. It'll be different now. and what you ’ll be learning 
is all new. „ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Money is 
a gain the focus today. If you can pay your bills early, 
you'll be ahead even if you haven’t received your pay- 
check yet This coming weekend by the way, is going to 
be excellent for travel. So get chores done early. You 11 
want to have the time for other things. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you push a 
partner intellectually today, you can get whar you want 
You usually figure out what’s going to happen, then let 
someone else cany out the plan. That's what’s going on 
now, but you can’t just sit back like a mouse in a comer 
and hope everything goes well. You're going to have to 
get involved ■ , , 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Everybody s racing 
around, trying to do more than can possibly be done in 
the allotted time. If you think of it as a game, u IJ be a lot 
more fun. If you think of it as being serious and life-and- 
death and all that you’ll only get yourself stressed out 
and make the job even more difficult. > 


Palestinians inaugurate 
private sector trade board 


RAM ALLAH (R) — 

Palestinian businessmen 
inaugurated a private-sector 
trade board for exports on 
Wednesday while Israel 
maintained a closure on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Pal trade, representing 
exporters .in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, “will be an 
invaluable tool for 
Palestinians looking to do 
business abroad as well as 
for foreigners seeking to 
invest here,” U.S. Consul 
General John Herbst told an 
inaugural lunch. 

Herbst urged the business- 
men not to be discouraged 
by Israeli closures of the 
self-ruled areas — the latest 
of which was imposed last 
week after Israeli troops 
killed two top members of 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas in the West Bank. 

The closures effectively 
prevent any Palestinian 
export trade being made as it 
must transit through Israel. 

Israel says bans on the 
entry of Palestinians into its 
territory are dictated by 
security concerns, this time 
citing potential Hamas retal- 
iation. Palestinians say the 
measures cripple their econ- 
omy and represent collective 
punishment. 


“These are difficult rimes 
for Palestinian business peo- 
ple. 

“Closure deprives you of 
the stability and predictabili- 
ty that business needs to 
make right decisions about 
investing in marketing,'' 
Herbst said. 

The U.S. Agency far 
International Development 
(USAID) awarded a $1.1 
million grant to Paltrade to 
finance s tan-up costs. 

Ann Van Dusen, deputy 
assistant administrator of 
USAID’s Bureau for Asia 
and the Near East, said the 
trade promotion services 
offered by Paltrade would be 
essential to the expansion of 
the Palestinian economy. 

"Given the domestic mar- 
ket’s limitations, it is obvi- 
ous that export growth is the 
key to sustainable, private 
sector-driven economic 
development," she told the 
lunch gathering. 

“Ar a time of frustrations at 
the slow pace of political 
negotiations, it is heartening 
to see such a clear example 
of the private sector seizing 
the initiative, because we all 
know that peace without 
prosperity is not sustain- 
able” 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, September 17-18 , 1998 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 , 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (Marcb 21 to April 19) This is a horrendous work- 
day. You won’t have time to play, so forget it. You're going 
to have to get your enjoyment out of the work itself. This is 
kind of a Zen concept. Instead of fighting what you're doing, 
really get into it Pretend it’s the very thing you want to do 
more than anything else on earth. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20.) What a wonderful day for 
romance! You could fall in love all over again, with a new 
person or someone you’ve known for years. This is a great 
day for the kind of love that comes between parents and chil- 
dren. Money’s a little tight, but don’t let that stop you. Do 
something tonight that fond memories will be made of. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It could be that the furni- 
ture’s arriving. It could be that you’re finally moving into the 
house you’ve always wanted. It could be that you’ve got the 
place fixed up and all the relatives are showing up for the 
weekend. It could even be all of the above. Be prepared for 
surprises and you’ll have a lot more fun. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You should be able to leam 
and remember just about anything you hear. So find an envi- 
ronment where you can learn something you can use to 
achieve your goals. For instance, get a book on a subject 
you’ve always wanted to master. Make the most of the con- 
ditions in effect. This doesn’t happen very often. Don’t blow 
it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) You’ve pur on the performance, 
now it’s pay-day. Looks like money is coming your way big 
time. You’re talented, and by now you should know where 
your greatest talent lies. It’s the thing you're getting paid the 
most for now. You may have other talents, but this is the one 
to concentrate on. Make the most of it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The sun and moon 
are both in Virgo today, and so are lots of other things. This 
is going to be a good day for you. It’s the perfect time for 
you to start on new projects, and by now you’ve finished up 
the old ones. So get on it'. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re pushed to 
communicate in a way you’ve been resisting. You’re an awe- 


some communicator; that’s your area of expertise. But this is 
different. You need to talk to someone you don't want to, and 
possibly even admit you were wrong. Well, at least you can 
admit that you were responsible and you’re putting in the 
correction. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The sun and 
moon are both in Virgo today, which is in your solar 11th 
house of friends, clubs, groups and social activity. You could 
be a leader in a group project. If you don’t already have one. 
get one started. Tell people what you want to accomplish and 
they’ ll be glad io be on your team. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Be care- 
ful today. Dress neatly, right down to your shined shoes. 
Make sure the information is at your fingertips, so .you'll 
have the answer as soon as you’re asked. You've been work- 
ing toward this moment for the last few weeks, so you know 
what question will be asked. Just take it easy and your bril- 
liance may surprise even you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) There’s a fab- 
ulous vacation weekend coming up. If you already know the 
one you love, take him or her to a new location and romance 
will blossom anew. Just be sure to pack carefully. If you're 
going to forget something, make sure it’s easily replaceable, 
like a toothbrush, and not your plane tickets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Other people's 
money is the focus today; that includes the money you owe 
and money owed to you. If you haven’t looked into all tins 
trivia lately, it's time to do so. You need to figure out what’s 
going on, so that’s your assignment. If yoir need help, ask a 
Virgo. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The sun and moon are 
both in Virgo today. This could be a nightmare if you have a 
friend with that sign. Virgo is your opposite, and often your 
mentor. Thus, although you find Virgos annoying, they often 
give you the best advice. That’s likely to happen again today. 
Even worse, they'll be totally self-righteous about it. 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS " A CARNAVAL OF STYLE " 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



FURNISHED 

OR 

UNFURNISHED 

2 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 
Location: 4th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605, 5920609 



5 3 Deluxe Villas 
3 and Apartments 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

■m. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile; 079/37588 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CALL NOW 
5529610 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 




*Orte & Two Bedrooms *Fulty 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaHy & 
Long Stay *Reasonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

enafl : a?staJ9 goctmjo 
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Volwier Restaurant 
* 


Abdoun 5929564 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
GrindJays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 




Shaban bin Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 
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LEARN 

TO DRAW 

AND PAINT 

Tutor demonstrating and 
teaching all medias - classes 
group 3 persons - teaching 
in English - private classes 
for foreigners. 

( Prof. Ebrahim Shaiabl 
The Artist) 
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Luc.ion Jj.hui A". , i‘.;an 

1 24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDmONJNG 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytme 
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UEFA Cup 

Fenerbache upsets Parma; Feyenoord wins at 



3 



High flying tackle from Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (No.9) of Leeds as he lifts Jocge Soares 
(up) of CS Martimo in their UEFA Cup first round, first leg match in Leeds Tuesday (AFP 


LONDON (AP) — 
Turkeys Fenerbache — 
with a hefty financial bonus 
reportedly on the line — 
upset AC Parma 1-0 
Tuesday as this season's 
UEFA Cup kicked off with 
31 first-round, first-leg 
matches. 

The other stunner saw 
Dutch leaders Feyenoord 
win at Sructgan 3-1. a match 
in which Dutch hooligans 


clashed with a heavy police 
presence estimated a 1.000 
with 500 more security 
guards on duty. 

In key other games. Red 
Star Belgrade, Monaco, 
Liverpool and Fiorentina 
got off to winning starts. 


Romanian striker Viorel 
Moldovan scored for 
Fenerbache on a header in 
the 23rd off a free kick from 
Bosnian Elvir Balic. The 
Turkish side faded to 
increase the margin despite 
a man advantage for the last 
30 minutes when Dino 
Baggio was sent off — and 
a two-man edge the last two 
minutes when Fabio 
Cannavaro was dispatched. 


Fenerbache players 
reportedly will receive a 
dlrs 18,000 bonus for 
advancing to the next stage, 
which means surviving in 
the second leg in two weeks 
against Parma, winners of 
the ‘93 Cup Winners Cup, 


‘95 UEFA Cup and players 
last season in the 
Champions League. 

In Stuttgart. Jon Dahl 
Tomas son notched two 
first-half goals as 
Feyenoord Rotterdam 
shocked Stuttgart 3-1 
before 25,000 home fans in 
Germany. 

Jean Paul Van Gastel put 
the Dutch ahead in the 19th 
and Tomasson scored two 


minutes later to make it 2-0. 
Fredi Bobic got Stuttgart 
back into the game with a 
goal in the 31st but 
Tomasson scored again a 
minute later. 

Notorious Dutch fans tore 
down one of the fences sep- 


arating the stands from the 
field. Several fans were 
arrested, while one security 
guard was carried off 
injured. His condition was 
not immediately known. 
Riot police ringed off the 
section of the stands filled 
with Dutch fans. 

Fearing clashes. German 
authorities sent 1,000 
policemen and 500 security 
guards to the match. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
Red Star Belgrade scored 
twice in the first 12 minutes 
and dominated only to see 
Metz score in the final 
minute, leaving the 
Yugoslav team with a slim 
2-1 win. 

Perica Ognjenovic scored 
in the third minute from six 
meters and Goran Drulic 
made it 2-0 in the 12th from 
nearly the same spoL 

The young, inexperienced 
Red Star team dominated 
most of the match and 
Metz, which has not scored 
a goal in the first five 
rounds in the French league, 
finally broke through when 
Bruno Rodriguez scored in 
the 90th. 

In Warsaw, Poland, 
Monaco semifinalists in last 
year’s Champions Cup — 
got three second-half goals 
to win 3-1. Lodz took the 
lead in the 10th on Piotr 
Matys' goal. Monaco equal- 
ized on a own goal in the 
59th by Witold 
Bendkowski. David 

Treze guet made it 2-1 on a 
penalty in the 69th and 
Croatian international 
Robert Spehar added the 
clincher in the 84th. 

Monaco is unbeaten this 
season and beat league 
champion Lens 2-0 last 
week. 


In Bratislava, Slovakia. 
Czech-born Patrick Berger 

— with friends in the stands 

— scored in the 18th for 
Liverpool on a free kick 
from 30 meter. Karlheinz 
Riedle made it 2-0 on a 
close-in header in the 23rd 
and Michael Owen capped 
it off. scoring in the 59tb for 
a 3-0 Liverpool victoiy and 
a comfortable edge for the 
second leg. 

In Bari, Italy. Brazilian 
Edmundo scored twice in 
the second half, including 
the winner with eight min- 
utes left to rally 10-man 
Fiorentina past Croatia's 
Hajduk Split 2-1. 

Fiorentina trailed 1-0 at 
halftime on Jurica Vucko's 
goal, but Edmundo equal- 
ized in the 5 1st. The hosts 
had defender Moreno 
.Torricelli expelled in the 
72nd, but Edmundo com- 
pleted the comeback with a 
rising blast from 12 metres 
(yards). 

In Madrid, Brazilian 
Juninho returned from 
injury to score in the 15th as 
Atletico de Madrid beat 
Obilic of Yugoslavia 2-0. 

Jose Maria Romero added 
the other in the 53rd. 

Obilic, playing its first 
European match, is the 
defending champion of the 
Yugoslav league. Obilic's 
president is Zelko 
Raznatovic, a former Serb 
paramilitary leader known 
as ‘Ark an' who is wanted 
by the west for war crimes. 

Since he faces arrest if he 
leaves Yugoslavia, 

Raznatovic’s wife Svetlana 
represented him at the game 
in Madrid. 

In Birmingham, England, 
English league leaders 
Aston Villa survived 3-2 


photo) 

against Norway’s 

Stromsgodset. Anders 
Michelsen (21st) and 
Christer George (23rd) 
scored for the Norwegians, 
but Villa rallied with three 
late goals from Gary 


Charles (83rd) and Darius 
Vassell with two goals in 
injury time. 

In SiJkeborg, Denmark. 
Francesco Totti and Dmitri 
Alenichev both scored in 
the second half to give 


Roma a 2-0 win over 
Silkeborg. 

The lone remaining UEFA 
game — the 32nd — was 
set for Wednesday with 
Anderlecht (Belgium - ) vs. 
Grasshopper (Switzerland). 



AC Parma's Colombian forward Aspzilla (R) runs next to Istanbul's Fenerbahce Erol 
Bulut during their UEFA Cup first round, first leg match in Istanbul, Tuesday Istanbul 
won 1-0 (AFP photo) 


De La Hoya sees a fading opponent in Chavez 


LAS VEGAS (AF) — Julio 
Cesar Chavez knows only 
one way to approach his 
rematch with Oscar De La 
Hoya. 

It might be the only chance 
he has. 

“This time you’re going to 
see the warrior Chavez." he 
vowed. “I’m going to break 
up Oscar with punches this 
time." 

Two years after he was 
bloodied and beaten by De 
La Hoya. Chavez gets anoth- 
er shot at the welterweight 
champion Friday night in 
what, at age 36. is likely his 
last major fighL 


He hasn’t exactly done 
much to earn a rematch, 
except to irritate De La Hoya 
to the point where he wants 
to fight him again. But 
Chavez is still confident 
despite the beating and the 
ravages of more than 100 
ring wars in his 18-year pro 
career. 

“1 don’t care what’s being 
said about me.” Chavez said 
at Tuesday’s final pre-fight 
news conference. “Ibis fight 
will be entirely different.” 

Chavez and De La Hoya 
will both be fighting for some 
respect when they meet in the 
scheduled 12-round bout for 


De La Hoya’s WBC welter- 
weight title. 

For Chavez, it’s respect 
from boxing fans who 
believe he is over the hill and 
shouldn’t even be in the ring. 
For De La Hoya. it’s respect 
he believes he didn't get from 
Chavez for his win the first 
time. 

“If it was up to me. this one 
wouldn’t even be in the 
record books,” De La Hoya 
said. “I'm fighting for the 
respect he didn't show me the 
first time. Dial’s how person- 
al this one is.” 

Simply put. he wants 
Chavez to tell him that he is 



Oscar De La Hoya lL), WBC welterweight champion and former champion Julio Cesar 
Chavez pose at a news conference Tuesday in Las Vegas before their fight scheduled for 
1 8 September. Their first encounter was stopped by the referee in the early rounds when 
Chavez suffered a severe cut, setting the stage for the rematch (AFP photo) 


indeed the better fighter, 
something he didn’t do after 
the first fighL 

“A fighter like him will 
never admit he lost," De La 
Hoya said. “The only way for 
me to get him to admit defeat 
is a devastating knockout" 

. In their first fight De La 
Hoya sliced open Chavez's 
face, then beat him into a 
bloody pulp until the fight 
was finally stopped in the 
fourth round. 

Chavez claimed after the 
fight that he sustained a cut 
over his eye while playing 
with his young son the week 
before the bout and that he 
would have never lost if the 
cut had not reopened. 

On Tuesday, Chavez 
backed off that story a bit but 
refused to concede anything 
else to De La Hoya 

“De La Hoya said 1 didn't 
give him respect in the first 
fight" Chavez said. “I didn’t 
give it because it was never 
earned.” 

Chavez <101-2-2, 84 

knockouts) figures to be 
looking at his last big payday 
in a career that began 18 
years ago in his hometown of 
Cuiiacan, Mexico. He’s taken 
the fight seriously, going to 
the high altitude of Colorado 
to train for two months to get 
his body into shape. 

Odds makers don’t figure 
that will be enough against 
De La Hoya. however, who is 
younger, stronger, faster and 
undefeated in 28 fights. De 
La Hoya, a 2-1 favorite the 
first time they met is an 8-1 
favorite this time. , ‘He knows 
this will be his last major 
event,” De La Hoya said 
Tuesday. “I really recom- 
mend he retires after this.” 


Borg beats 
McEnroe 
in charity 
game 


SODERTAUE (AP) 
— Bjorn Borg beat 
John McEnroe 6-4, 4- 
6, 6-4 Tuesday as the 
two former tennis 
greats clashed in a 
charity game in 
Borg's home town 
Sodertalje. 

Borg, who had 
trained two hours 
every day for the last 
three weeks, broke the 
American twice to 
clinch the first set 6- 
4. 

Then McEnroe 
bounced back, taking 
the second set 6-4 
after breaking Borg 
twice. In the decider 
both players held ser- 
vice until the tenth 
game, when Borg 
broke McEnroe to 
clinch the match. 

Tennis commenta- 
tors and coaches said 
the match was far bet- 
ter than they had 
expected. 

“Both players were 
impressive. Borg was 
playing a lot better 
compared to when he 
launched his unsuc- 
cessful comeback in 
Monaco in the late 
80s,’’ said Percy 
Rosberg, who coached 
Borg before be had 
his international 
breakthrough. 
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Manchester United fans protest 
against takeover bid 


MANCHESTER (APT 
— More than 1.000 
Manchester United fans 
rallied here Tuesday to 
protest against a 623- 
million-pound ($1 bil- 
lion) takeover of the 
dub by satellite broad- 
caster BSkyB. 

Former players and 
rock star Gordon 
Taylor lent their sup- 
port to the Independent 
Manchester United 
Supporters' 


Association demonstra- 
tion against the biggest 
takeover bid in sports 
history. 

IMUSA chairman 
Andy Walsh said objec- 
tions raised by fans 
would go into submis- 
sions being prepared 
for the Office of Fair 
Trading investigation 
into the deal. 

Meanwhile a second 
potential buyer for 
Manchester United put 


its bid on hold Tuesdays 
American investment 
bank Salomon Smith 
Barney, asked on 
behalf of an undis- 
closed client to negoti- 
ate with Manchester 
United financial advis- 
ers HSBC Holdings, 
said Tuesday it had 
advised its client 
against proceeding 
until the OFT review of 
the BSkyB deal was 
finalised. 



r STEAK FESTIVAL ^ 

^ 13 d ’- l^of Sep j 

Due to popular demand and for all of 
you that missed our first Steak Festival 


Drinks foimChile 


Pina Colada 


SangriaJMtchers 

★ Caeser / Greek Salad + 375 grams T- Bone Steak 

+ Grilled Vegetables + Baked potato 

★ Caeser / Greek Salad + 500 grams T - Bone Steak 

Grilled Vegetables + Baked potato 

★ Caeser / Greek Salad + Fish Fillet + Grilled 

Vegetables + Baked potato 

ASK YOUR WAITER FOR OUR OTHER SPECIAL 
OFFERS VALID WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

. SPONSORED BY RITCO. 


FOR RESERVATION 5681009 
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CINEMA 


TEL £6X144 


Sophie Marceau 
in 

Leo Tolstoy’s 

ANNA KARENINA 
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Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30, 
6:15,8:30, 10:30 J\ 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA TELS699233 

PLAZA 






Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 

Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 S UNEMA 

CONCORD 


oamwm: 

NASSER 

Show*: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5.8:30. 1 0:30 
CONCORD "2“ 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3^30, 5'JO only 
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GALLERIA 1 


A 


ABDOUN 

nmw.cns.CQm.jo/GaUeria 

ARMAGEDDON 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 830, 10:45 
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GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

wivw.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

GREAT 

EXPECTATIONS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


Hshan'&nes'Iheate ^ 
TEL: 4625155 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW PLAY 
Terrorism 
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Commonwealth Gamoc 


England and Canada silence 
Austrailian swimming anthem 


KUALA LUMPURfAFP) 
— Canadian and English 
swimmers put up a dam on 
Wednesday to slow 
Australia’s flood of gold 
medals as Commonwealth 
Games track giants out- 
psyched each other ahead 
of av 100-metre showdown 
Thursday- 

Australia ran riot in the 
gymnastics — led by 
Andrei Kravtsov — but 
were held to two titles 
alongside Canada and 
England in the swimming, 
ending their daily domina- 
tion of the pool. 

James Hickman won the 
men’s 200 metres butterfly 
and Mark Foster the men’s 
50m - freestyle to get 
England's campaign back 
on track. 

Hickman, 22, who was 
disqualified for a deliberate 
false start in the 100m but- 
terfly. set a Games record 
time of Imin 57.1 Isec. 

England’s defending 
champion Mark Foster won 
the 50m freestyle final in 
another Gaines record time 
of 22.58sec that kept 
Australian swimming 
superstar Michael Klim in 
second place. 

Hickman said: “We're 
tired of hearing the 
Australian national 

anthem." 

Canada got their revenge 
through Marianne Limpert, 
who took the women's 
200m individual and Mark 
Versfeld, who added the 
100m backstroke title to his 
200m backstroke gold. 

It was impossible to keep 
the Australians off the 
podium though and Rachel 
Harris took the women's 
800m freestyle and Giaan 
Ronney, Helen Denham, 
Petria Thomas and Susie 
O’Neill took the women’s 
4x1 00m medley relay. 

O'Neill has now equalled 



Call Us Now 

fitik 5510437/8 ^ 



the nine career 
Commonwealth Games 
golds won by fellow 
Australian swimmer Mike 
Wenden. She could beat it 
Thursday in her favourite 
200 metres butterfly. 

Athletics started with 
Kenya's Simon Maina tak- 
ing the 10,000 metres gold. 
Australia’s Debbie 

Sosimenko won the 
women's hammer title. 

But O'Neill will be bat- 
tling for attention Thursday 
with Ato Bolden, Frankie 
Fredericks and Obadele 
Thompson who will dis- 
pute the 100m final. 

Trinidad's Boldon, the 
fastest man in the world 
this year, complained that 
his rivals were not pushing 
him hard enough. 

“I’m surprised because 
the other guys aren’t run- 
ning fast, particularly 
Frankie and that’s worrying 
for me," said the dual 
Olympic medallist, who 
clocked 10.05sec in his 
second round heat. 

“I’m also starting to have 
my doubts about the track,’’ 
added Boldon who had 
been widely predicting that 
Donovan Bailey's world 
record of 9.84sec would 
fall in Kuala Lumpur. 

Fredericks looked 

uncomfortable as he came 
through in 10.15sec. 
Thompson cruised through 
in 10.09sec. 

Australia took their gold 
medal total to 40 with a 
major boost from the gym- 
nastics squad. Canada have 
12 golds and England 10 
after six days of competi- 
tion among the 4,500 ath- 
letes from 70 nations. 

Andrei Kravtsov, who 
only moved to Australia six 
years ago, took the men’s 
parallel bars, pommel horse 
and floor exercise while 
Pavel Mamine won the 
men's rings. For Australia’s 
women Trudy McIntosh 
took the balance beam title 
and Lisa Skinner tbe 
uneven bars. 

England got two golds; 
through Lisa Mason in the 
vault and Annika Reed in 
the floor exercise. 

South Africa and Canada 
took the other two men's 
golds. Alexander Jeltkov 
won the high bar while 
South Africa’s Simon 



Australian swimmer Geoffrey Huegill 


Hutcheon took the vault. 

South Africa's Hester 
Bekker. 57, became the 
oldest gold winner at the 
Games when she claimed 
back-to-back titles in the 


lawn bowls women's fours. 
South Africa beat Australia 
17-16 in the final. 

Nauru's Marcus Stephen 
took his personal tally to 
seven golds with a clean 



Ato Boldon (front) of Trinidad & Tobago runs past the 
pack in his 2nd round heat in the men's 100m Wednesday 
at the XVI Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur. 
Boldon qualified for the quarter-finals by post his fastest 
time of the season at 10.05sec (AFP photo) 


A Reputable 

International Institution 


Is seeking 


an administrator 


with the following qualifications : 

O Fluency in both English & Arabic, 
e Min. ( 3-5 ) years experience in Office 
Management 

© Excellent communication skills, 
e Computer literacy & typing skills. 

Interested candidates must send their C.Vs 
( Should indicate ref. #98/ 1409 / 2009) 
before September 20, to Fax # 5858111 
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End of Summer Sale 

From 30% to 50% 
off all stock 96,97 

* Quilts * Cushions * Wallhangings * Rugs 
Starting September 1 9 thru September 30 
Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Friday & Official holidays from 10:00 till 7:00) 

at 

Jordan River Designs Showroom 
Jabal Amman - Rainbow St. 

Tel.: 4613081 


FOR SALE 


A U.S.-based company is closing its guesthouse 
and will be selling miscellaneous furniture and 
household items as one lot with an original 
value of approximately ID 5,000. 

The lot includes a fridge, washing machine, 
bedding, two sets of bedroom furniture, 
mattresses, vacuum cleaner, steel safe, rugs and 
miscellaneous kitchen appliances and utensils. 

Interested parties may pick up a detailed list 
and offer form for JD10 from the 2nd floor, 
room 215 Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
Al-Shmeissani between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 2.-00 p.m. on September 19th, and 20th, 1998. 


The items will be sold as one lot to the 
highest bidder 



L^j 


Agricultural Marketing & Processing 
Company of Jordan (AMPCO) 


Invitation to Tender No. 5/98 


The Agricultural Marketing and Processing Company of 
Jordan (AMPCO) announces the Tender No. 5/98 that 
includes: 

First: Easy open caps for 70 gm, 1 60 gm cans 

(the sama measures). 

- required quantity = six million caps 
(6 million caps). 

Second: Easy open caps for 410 gm cans. 

- required quantity - two million caps 
(2 million caps). 

Copies of the Tender Documents can be obtained for the 
non-returnable price of JD50 (i.e. USD71.5) from the 
secretary of the tender committee at AMPCO head office: 
Abdoun — M. Ali Janah Str., 

Tel.: 5932161 - Fax: 5929164 
During working hours (8:00 a.m.) to (2:00 p.m.) 
Tender should be submitted to the head of the tender 
committee at AMPCO, before October 8, 1998 (2:00 p.m. 
local time). 

P.O. Box 7314, Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 59291 64-Tlx: 23796 AMPCO -Tel: 5932161 

General Manager 


sweep of weightlifting's 
62kg class. Indian got 
golds through Dharmaraj 
Wilson in the 56kg class 
clean and jerk. Arumugam 
Pandian, a 22-year-old rail- 
way worker, lifted the com- 
bined gold medal. 

Michael Gault and Nick 
Baxter used their second 
shooting triumph to press 
the British government to 
ease stringent gun laws 
imposed after the 1996 
Dunblane school massacre. 

Gault said the English 
pair had to defy the odds 
because British weapons 
laws rushed through after 
the killing of 16 children 
and their reacher were 
some of the toughest in the 
world. 

Canada's Michel Dion 
and Wayne Sorensen won 
the men's pairs free rifle. 

In squash, Scotland's 
world number one Peter 
NicoJ beat arch-rival 
Jonathon Power of Canada 
2-9. 9-2, 9-1, 2-9, 9-2 in the 
men’s final. 

South Africa reached che 
cricket final after last- wick- 
et pair of Nicky Boje and 
Alan Dawson saw them 
past Sri Lanka's modest 
total of BO. 


7th round Speed Test 
kicks off Friday 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — The 7th round 
of the Pepsi Speed Test 
kicks off Friday with 30 
drivers taking part one of 
Kingdom’s most popular 
event. 

Veteran drivers Hassan 
and Tarek Tabaa' will be 
back on the track after a 
long absence from the rally 
scene. 

“We are happy that these 
two experienced drivers 
will participate in the event 
which will give it a special 
flavour." Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ; 
spokesman Bader Rasheed 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

Unlike recent rallies, 
women will have a place in 


the event, according to vers. 
Rasheed. 

“Abeer and ' Sawsan 
Batikhi and Maya Mufti 
will be there to give it more 
excitement,” Rasheed said. 

“Mufti took part in most 
RACJ speed tests and now 
she is back for more." 
Rasheed added. 

She also raced in Rally de 
Li ban last May and broke 
the women’s record at the 
199S Ruman Hill climb. 

Khatchik Shadian cham- 
pion of round five of the 
speed test will face tough 
competition from Yasser 
Jarrar and the Tabaa’ broth- 
ers. 

The speed test consists of 
two rounds and one special 
round for the best 10 dri- 


According to speed test 
regulations, competitors 
will be provided with a 
map of the route one day 
before tbe event and will be 
allowed to walk through the 
course since pre-trials are 
not allowed. 

Results of the rally will 
be added to the Jordan 
Open National 

Championship for 1 99S 
Drivers and Jordan Open 
National Speed 

Test/Rumman Champion- 
ship for 199S Drivers. 

Prizes and trophies will 
be presented to the winners 
in a special ceremony at 
RACJ premises. 


McGwire hits 63rd home run 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — It took 
Mark McGwire only one 
at-bat to regain tbe lead in 
the North .American major 
league home-run derby. 

McGwire, pinch-hitting 
in the ninth inning, hit his 
63rd home run Tuesday 
night to move ahead of 
Sammy Sosa in the great 
race. 

He ended a six-game 
homer drought with a solo 
shot off Pittsburgh reliever 
Jason Christiansen in St. 
Louis’ 8-6 loss to the 
Pirates in the first game of a 
doubleheader. 

“He's been doing it for a 
year and two months, peo- 
ple cheering 'C’mon Mark. 
we want you to hit one," 
Cardinals manager Tony La 
Russa said. “Boom, he hits 
one! How does he do it? I 
have no idea, except that 
he’s remarkable." 

The Cardinals’ slugger 
did not start the opener as a 
precaution for his ailing 
back, and to allow more 
fans a chance to see him 
play. The games were sold 
out, but only about 10,000 
fans were watching when 
the first game began. 

The ballpark was filled 
and everyone was standing 


c h a m-pJ-o-n-s 

abdoun circle 


U to 507o all our suffer collection 

phone 592- 1065 sale ends September 


■n 


Only JD 250 Furnished Apartment for Rent 


Two Bedrooms, Sitting room W/Balcony, Dining 
room, Central heating, Parking & Telephone 
Sweifieh- near Liwan Hotel 

Call Tel. 5819752 



Mark McGwire 

when McGwire, batting for 
ieadoff hitter Delino De. 
Shields, made his third 
pinch-hir appearance of the 
season with one out and 
nobody on in the ninth. On 
a I -0 fastball that was down 
and in. he hit a towering 
drive measured at (117 
metres) into the bleachers 
in left-centre field for his 
sixth career pinch-hit 

homer. 

It was a gratuitous 


appearance given the 
Cardinals were down three 
runs, but La Russa said this 
was a special case. He 
would have liked to have 
had McGwire hit for reliev- 
er Jeff Brandey, who was 
up fifth that inning, but did- 
n’t know if it would last 
that long. 

“You sit around and wait 
for that, you may not get 
there,” La Russa said. “I 
gave him a shot." 


Don’t Miss the DANA 
Breakfast! 

• Taste this season’s harvest 

• Fresh from the Dana terraced gardens 

• Organically grown with no pesticides or 

harmful preservatives 

• And support villagers living by the Dana 

Nature Reserve one of Jordan’s most 
beautiful places! 

Try! 6 jams — plum, wild plum (qaraisiya), apricot, 
fig, apple, grape 

Eat: village bread with Dana za’atar and olive oil 
Taste! grape & apricot leather (malban, amrideen) 
& dried tomatoes 

Drink! apricot juice, maleesia (aloysia) and other 
herbal teas 

Breakfast includes: cheese, yoghurt, lebani, olives, 
country eggs, grapes 

Time: Friday, 25 September 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Place: Amman, at the Wadi Dana Shop in the 
Jordan River Designs garden 

Jabai Amman, Rainwbow Street, at 6^ left 
turn from First Circle. 

Buy your tickets now & reserve before 23 Sept, 
at the Wadi Dana Shop - open every day - 
TeL: 465-5346 

JD5.5 for adults, JD2.5 for children under 12 

• Take more home! 

Ail products will be available for sale 

Helping nature, helping people! 

This is a project of the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 


YOUR CHILD DESERVES A MUSICAL EDUCATION 

MUSIC TRAINING IN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD HAS LASTING REWARDS 

Remarkable new evidence now proves that childhood music 
education enhances brain development 
A recent study found that music education in students 
improves their abstract reasoning skills. ..and assists them in 
developing additional skills that are invaluable in furthering 
their success in life. 



Tel / Fax. 5 692 696 e-mail : freddy@nets.com. jo, internet 
P.O.Box 922 &46 Amman 11192 Jordan 
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Israeli forces on Wednesday arrest Palestinian farmer Ata Jaber, 37, after demolishing his house for the second 
time in a month, north of Hebron, only days after also ripping up his orchard (AFP photo) 

Israeli army pursues demolition 
campaign against Hebron farmer 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israel's 
army pursued its relentless 
campaign against Hebron 
farmer Ala Jaber on 
Wednesday, demolishing his 
bouse for the second time in a 
month, just six days alter rip- 
ping up his orchard. 

Jaber, 37, was arrested as he 
argued with the soldiers 
guarding die bulldozer that 
tore down his house on a plot 
of land north of Hebron near 
a special road build for 
Jewish settlers in the area, 
witnesses said. 

The Jaber family had 
rebuilt the structure after it 


was mm down a first time last 
month by the army on die 
grounds it had been built 
without authorisation from 
the Israeli occupation author- 
ities. 

Last week, the army ripped 
up a 25 acre orchard of fruit 
trees the Jabers had tended 
for years, well before the set- 
tler road was built 

‘This is barbaric, savage, 
and I call on Ross to come 
here and see what kind of 
peace Israel is talking about” 
Jaber told reporters at die 
time, referring to U.S. peace 
envoy Dennis Ross, who has 


been mediating in the stalled 
Isradi-Paiestinian peace 
talks. 

Peter Lemer, spokesman 
for Israel's military adminis- 
tration in the West Bank, said 
Jaber's home and orchard of 
olive, fig. almond and apple 
trees were destroyed because 
they were illegally placed on 
“state-owned land.” 

But Lemer acknowledged 
that the orchard was not new 
and could not explain why 
the army suddenly derided to 
destroy the trees. 

The Israeli army often tar- 
gets for demolition homes 


built without formal authori- 
sation near either the bypass 
roads or the 144 Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank. 

Palestinians complain the 
military rarely grants them 
permission to build new 
houses or expand existing 
homes in the three-quarters of 
the West Bank still under full 
Israeli control. 

Israel has declared wide 
swathes of the territory “state- 
owned land” when families 
cannot provide deeds proving 
the land is theirs, even if they 
have cultivated the plots for 
generations. 


U.N. envoy holds talks in Baghdad 



BAGHDAD (R) — The 
U.N. envoy in Iraq is holding 
talks with the country's lead- 
ers in the hope of averting a 
new confrontation over Iraq’s 
refusal to allow weapons 
inspectors to operate, diplo- 
mats based in Baghdad said. 

They said Prakash Shah, 
the U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan's special envoy, 
had called off a visit to north- 
ern Iraq scheduled this week 
in order to pursue “quiet 
diplomacy” with Iraqi offi- 
cials. 

“He is pursuing quiet 


diplomacy with Iraqis to per- 
suade them to rescind their 
decision of Aug. 5 which 
halted cooperation with the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM)," one diplomat 
said. 

Annan appointed Shah to 
the post in March to super- 
vise an agreement the UJM. 
chief clinched with Iraq fol- 
lowing a crisis over visits to 
so-called presidential sites by 
U.N. weapons inspectors. 

Last month Shah failed to 
convince Iraqi leaders to 
change their decision to sus- 


pend cooperation with 
weapons inspectors of 
UNSCOM, whose task is to 
search for weapons of mass 
destruction or production 
facilities, and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) which moni- 
tors nuclear sites. 

In response, the Security 
Council issued a resolution 
last Wednesday which sus- 
pended its regular reviews of 
sanctions against Baghdad 
but called for a “comprehen- 
sive review" of sanctions if it 
resumed cooperation. 


AI Khalidi Medical Center 
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Turkish 
forces kill 
53 Kurd 
rebels 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — 

Security forces killed 53 
Kurdish rebels in a four- 
day offensive close to the 
Iraqi border that ended on 
Wednesday. regional 
authorities overseeing 
emergency rule in south- 
eastern Turkey said. 

Thousands of troops and 
special forces teams, 
backed by air power, 
combed a mountainous 
area called Far as in in the 
southeastern Hakkari 
province in pursuit of PKK 
guerrillas. 

The statement from 
authorities in the southeast- 
ern city of Diyarbakir made 
no mention of any military 
casualties during the opera- 
tion. conducted within 
kilometres of Turkey's bor- 
der with the Kurdish 
enclave of northern Iraq. 


Arafat appeals for support 
for Palestinian state 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
appealed for Arab and interna- 
tional support here on 
Wednesday to help counter 
any attempt by Israel to foil 
his plans to declare a 
Palestinian state in May of 
next year 

Arafat issued his appeal at 
the start of a two-day Arab 
League conference expected 
to rail for international sanc- 
tions on Israel for dragging its 
feet in the peace process and 
an end to the U.N.-imposed 
six-year sanctions on Libya. 

“We badly need the support 
of our [Arab and Muslim] 
nation to allow us to achieve 
the project of the creation of 
our independent Palestinian 
state, with Jerusalem as its 
capital, on May 4, 1999,” 
Arafat said. 

“This announcement will 
undoubtedly receive your 
respect, your support and the 
support of all our friends in the 
world,” Arafat told foreign 
ministers and delegates of the 
22-member pan-Arab body. 

The Palestinian leadership 
wanted “to secure internation- 
al support for the Palestinian 
state once it is declared." 
Arafat said, stressing that he 
will also seek the support of 
“peace-loving” fences in 
IsraeL 

World-wide back up was 
needed, Arafat said, to foil 
plans by the Israeli army “to 
invade Palestinian self-rule 
areas” once a Palestinian state 
is declared. 


Key Arafat aide Nabil 
Shaath told reporters mean- 
while the Palestinians were 
ready to take up arms to fend 
off any attempt by Israel to 
crush their efforts to declare an 
independent state next year. 

“If Israel declares war on us 
when we announce the cre- 
ation of our state we will fight 
and we nil! resist,” said 
Shaath, planning and interna- 
tional cooperation minister in 
Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority. 

“We have informed 
Washington officially that we 
will declare our state on May 4 
and they have not commented, 
not positively, not negatively, 
and they did not ask us to 
delay,” Shaath said 

“We are very confident that 
the European Union will 
recognise our state," be added. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faro uk Al Sharaa and Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid kicked 
off the conference with harsh 
words for Israel and Turkey 
who are linked by a military 
pact and urged Ankara to 
reconsider its cooperation 
with Israel. 

"The peace process which 
was launched in Madrid has 
lost its credibility because of 
the policies of IsraeL" said 
Sharaa, who presides over tbs 
110th minis terial conference 
of the Arab League. 

Israel's military alliance 
with Turkey aimed to “elimi- 
nate the peace process,” be 
said 


‘Israel's ambitions are not a 
surprise but Turkey's military 
cooperation with Israel is 
sounding alarm bells for Arabs 
and Muslims who refute 
allianc es and are determined 
to make the region free of any 
threat,” Sharaa said 

The two countries have been 
linked by a military coopera- 
tion accord since February 
1996. 

Abdul Meguid urged Arab 
countries to close ranks and 
take “decisive measures 
against Israel” in a bid to 
secure peace and stability in 
the region. 

Both Sharaa and Abdul 
Meguid also backed Libya's 
demand for guarantees ahead 
of the extradition to the 
Netherlands of two Libyan 
suspects accused of bombing 
a Pan Am plane over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988 
killing 270 people. 

The United States and 
Britain agreed in August to let 
the pair be tried in the 
Netherlands by Scottish 
judges and under Scottish law 
after insisting for years that 
they should be handed over to 
Washington or London. 

Arab leaders held closed- 
door discussions of a 38-point 
agenda that includes the dis- 
putes opposing Libya, Iraq 
and Sudan and the West and 
efforts to lift: U.N. sanctions 
imposed on all three member 
states. 

Diplomats said Turkey's 
allian ce with Israel topped the 
talks. 


Taleban chief urges Iran to 
resolve tensions peacefully 


KABUL (AFP) — Taleban 
supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar on 
Wednesday called on Iran to 
resolve their differences peace- 
fully after Tehran ordered its 
forces to prepare for action 
against the hardline Islamist 
militia. 

“Iran should solve its prob- 
lem with foe Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan in accordance 
with the international law,” 
Omar said in a statement over 
state-run Radio Shariat 

‘In case the -authorities of 
Iran are not ready to settle the 
issue with the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan according to 
international law, the United 
Nations should blame Iran.” 

Omar's statement came after 
Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
ordered tens of thousands of 
his soldiers on Afghanistan's 
western borders to be prepared 
for action against the Taleban. 

Tensions between the Sunni 
Muslim militia and Shiite 
Muslim Iran have mounted 
since the killings of nine 
Iranian diplomats and a jour- 
nalist during the capture of the 
northern opposition stronghold 
of Mazar-i-Sharif last month. 

“We have human, Islamic, 
political and national concerns 
in Afghanistan — that is to 
protect our national interests 
and thwart a threat to the coun- 
try and the nation,” Khamenei 
told the commander of the elite 
Revolutionary Guards on 


Tuesday. 

“All officials and armed 
forces should be prepared to 
firmly and in a timely manner 
cany out whatever plans and 
correct decisions the [top] offi- 
cials have made for the interest 
of the country,” KMmenei 
said. 

A Taleban spokesman 
immediately hit back, warning 
that any Iranian attack would 
be dealt with in kind. 

“We shall target Iranian 
cities if our territory is 
attacked," Taleban spokesman 
Wakil Ahmad was quoted by 
the Afghan Islamic Press as 
saying. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sbarif of Pakistan, the 
Taleban's main backer, had 
offered to act as a mediator to 
ease the tensions, Iran's offi- 
cial news agency IRN A report- 
ed. 

In a message on Tuesday to 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami Sharif urged both 
“Iran and Afghanistan to take 
steps to remove the current 
tension and show restraint, 
mutual understanding and seek 
reconciliation and coopera- 
tion." 

“This is fundamental to the 
region's peace and stability as 
well as Islamic solidarity in the 
long run," Ik added L “Pakistan 
is ready to expedite this 
process in anyway our Iranian 
and Afghan brothers wish." 

News of the offer came as 
several hundred Tehran stu- 


dents rallied against the 
Taleban and Pakistan. 

They shouted “death to the 
Taleban... Shame on Nawaz 
Sharif,” witnesses said 

UJN. sources meanwhile 
said Wednesday that anti- 
Taleban forces had staged a 
series of counter-attacks 
around Baraiyan City in cen- 
tral Afghanistan and had 
recaptured the local airstrip. 

One UJM. source said 
Bamiyan City was now divid- 
ed between pro-Iranian Hazara 
forces and the Taliban. 

Omar's softly worded state- 
ment on Wednesday did not 
contain any threats to Iran 
about consequences of an 
attack. 

The Taleban radio, however, 
criticised the United Nations 
for allegedly ignoring repeated 
calls for intervention to defuse 
the tension. 

“The Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan has more than 
once officially asked the 
United Nations, but it has paid 
no heed to our demands," the 
broadcast said. 

Radio Shariat stressed the 
need for good neighbourly 
relations between the two 
countries and to defuse the 
present tension. 

The radio in its main com- 
mentary late Tuesday termed 
Iran “a neighbouring Muslim 
counhy having friendly ties 
and common cultural bonds 
with Afghanistan throughout 
history" based on mutual trust 


Netanyahu marks 20th anniversary of 
Camp David peace accords with protest 
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TEL AVTV ( AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
marked the 20th anniversary of 
Israel’s Camp David peace 
accords with Egypt by issuing 
a protest Wednesday over 
“anti-Semitism” in the official 
Egyptian press. 

In an edition of the “Prime 
Minister's Report,” an occa- 
sional publication of 
Netanyahu’s office, he charged 
that Egypt is violating the 
terms of the peace treaty result- 
ing from the SepL 17, 1979 
accords by publishing “anti- 
Semitic” articles and cartoons 
as well as denials of the 
Holocaust. 

“Despite two decades of 
peace. anti-Semitic themes 
permeate the official Egyptian 
media," the report said. 

‘The official Egyptian media 
repeatedly questions the extent 
of the Holocaust and accuses 
Jews of inflating the number of 
victims to pressure Western 
countries,” it said. 


The report included numer- 
als citations from official 
Egyptian newspapers referring 
to Jews as “swindlers" and 
“tricksters’* and political car- 
toons depicting Israel with 
“ugly Jew" stereotypes once 
used in Nazi propaganda. 

In one cartoon from the 
February 28 Issue of the AJ 
Gumhuriya daily. Israel is por- 
trayed as a fat. ultra-Orthodox 
Jew slouched against a nuclear 
bomb with the word “racism” 
written across his clothes. 

Other cartoons show Hitler 
hiding behind a Netanyahu 
mask and Netanyahu dressed 
as a Nazi officer banging a 
drum with sticks tipped with 
human skulls. 

ft also cites an article in the 
August 24 issue of the weekly 
Roz Al Yusuf in which Israel is 
accused of contaminating 
blood supplies destined for 
Arab countries with the AIDS 
virus, hepatitis and btibarzia. 

The report said such refer- 


ences in the official Egyptian 
press violate a clause in the 
Camp David accords stating 
that Israel and Egypt “shall 
seek to foster mutual under- 
standing and tolerance and mil 
accordingly abstain from hos- 
tile propaganda against each 
other." 

Netanyahu's anniversary 
report makes no mention of 
other aspects of the Camp 
David accords, the first peace 
treaty between Israel and an 
Arab state, or of die relatively 
good relations enjoyed by the 
two nations over the past 20 
years. 

The agreement was reached 
in Washington following inten- 
sive negotiations at the Camp 
David presidential retreat in 
Maryland between Israeli 
Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat and U.S. leader 
Jimmy Cartet 

The accord led Israel to with- 
draw from the Sinai peninsula 


it had occupied since ihe 1967 
war. For signing the deal Sadat 
was assassinated in 1981 by 
Islamic militants. 

Israeli -Egyptian relations 

have deteriorated steadily since 
Netanyahu’s coalition of 
nationalist and religious parties 
came to power in mid- 1996 
and slowed implementation of 
peace accords with the 
Palestinians. 

Israeli officials have recently 
accused Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak of encourag- 
ing Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to take a bandline in 
negotiations on further Israeli 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

The negotiations have been 
stalled for 18 months. 

Last week Netanyahu dis- 
paiched a top aide to ask 
Mubarak for help in pressing 
Arafat to accept changes to a 
compromise troop withdrawal 
package drawn up by the 
United Stares. Egypt refused. 
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